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UFOs THE NEW SCIENTIFIC ADVENTURE 

The attitude one developes to the phenomenon of unidentified flying objects, whether 
it embraces the possibility of extraterrestrial visitations or not, will have no affect on 
extraterrestrials if they exist. Theories abound but no solid evidence, conclusively prov­
ing or disproving the reality of ETI, has ever been established. 

Before we contemplate the motives of extraterrestrials and embark upon attempts to 
contact them, we have to verify beyond doubt that a percentage of unexplained events are 
directly attributable to alien visitors. This proof cannot be based upon the question 
marks remaining at the end of investigations, no matter how exhaustive. 

Many people believe it is only logical to assume that there is other intelligent life 
in our vast universe. However, it does not necessarily follow that this alien life has 
chanced to pass our way. But if it has, we are on the threshold of the greatest revolution 
to have ever faced humanity. Contact with alien life, possessing the technology to travel 
freely in space, would alter our view of ourselves and our position in the universe. This 
altered view may have not only political but spiritual dimensions. 

Tangible UFO-ETI related evidence, at this point in time, is so elusive that those 
against the existence of ETI are in a more secure position than those for. As we are all 
aware, misperceptions of mundane objects and events account for the majority of UFO reports. 
However, it does not necessarily follow that all UFO reports are of misperceived mundane 
objects and events. Unexplained cases do occur which leave physical traces and have 
physical and psychological effects on witnesses - these cause heated debate but no-one has 
the last say. 

Because the potential for new knowledge, resulting from contact with extraterrestrials, 
is incalculably great, governments could not afford not to monitor the course of UFO 
research - it is good insurance. This involvement could be anything from the maintaining 
of routine files to active intervention - it would depend very much upon the nature of the 
particular government concerned and the stakes involved. 

Likewise it is to an investigator's ultimate advantage to objectively allow for the 
possibility of ETI. This allowance will not reveal a diminished intelligence to other 
ufologists. Though, human nature being what it is, one will draw praise or criticism no 
matter what approach one takes to the subject. Inevitably those who expect quick answers 
to explain every facet of the UFO phenomenon will quickly fall away from the subject 
declaring knowingly that because they personally found no answers that not answers exist. 
Obviously this is an egocentric and extraordinarily narrow view of the situation. 

To extract the maximum amount of information from any data we must research and 
speculate to the maximum extent. Individuals tend, however, to theorise in one specific 
area which is necessary overall but, unfortunately, generates a lot of internal politics 
for, because of its sheer size, an overall picture is difficult to see. As always, in 
1982, UFORAN will strive to present the BIG PICTURE to its readers. 

Ufology is not coming to an end because of scientific scrutiny, but rather a beginning, 
for our growing knowledge of the subject increases our potential for new knowledge - this 
ever increasing knowledge results in the expanding involvement of science in the mysterious 
realm of unexplained UFO events. Eventually fact shall be separated from fiction. 
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UNKNOWN OBJECT PACES CAR 

BY KEITH BASTERFIELD (UFORAN Correspondent Sou th Austral ia) 
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Miss Glassenbury's trip 

A 21 year old dental nurse of C lare, South 
Australia, who reported being "paced " by an unusual 
object, was interviewed by Ray Brooke, Liaison Officer, 
for UFO Research (SA) . 

This report has been compiled from Ray's inter­
view tape, his comments and a report form completed 
by the lady concerned. She has kindly consented to 
the use of her name. 

The location of the event was over roads between 
a farm west of Snowtown ( l30km N-NW of Adelaide) and 
C lare (l25km N of Adelaide). It occurred between 
the hours of l0.35p.m. and ll.OSp.m. on Sunday 
October 25, 1981. 

Miss Christine G lassenbury was driving a Ford 
Fa lcon XD sedan by herself on her way home to Clare 
when the incident occurred. The night was c lear, 
starlit and moon less. We take up the story in Miss 
G lassenbury's own words : 

"I had been staying on a farm at Barunga Gap 
for the weekend and left there in my car on Sunday 
night at 10.30p.m. I had travel led about two miles 
(3km) when a very bright white light took my atten­

tion to my right. It was quite high at that stage 
and I wasn't really alarmed. When I had gone about 
another three miles (Skm) it had come down much 
lower and was a little higher than the level of 
my car. Here I became quite frightened and wound up 
all my windows, locked the doors and put the radio on. 

It seemed to be distinctl y  fol lowing me right away. It was a huge and very bright 
oblong light and appeared about twenty to thirty feet (6-9m) long. My eyes hurt if I 

looked at it for very l ong. I couldn't see any distinct outline, but it was very super­
natura l and definitel y  not a plane or helicopter. Going through Snowtown the object went 
higher, stil l to my right, and then came down again just after the town. I turned right 
onto the dirt road, between Snowtown and Blyth, and had only gone a short distance when 
it changed direction and went directly behind the car. 

When the object did this I could see it in my rear vision mirror. I could see, too, 
that its angle when directly behind me was different. It seemed to have a circu lar front 
with a very large main front l ight. The object stayed behind me for about twenty seconds 
and my radio started to go very static with a type of humming noise and cut out completel y  
a few times. Then the object went to my right and fol lowed a longside my car. Just after 
this it seemed to 'throw out' an enormous beam of light. Something similar to an extreme­
ly bright spotlight which l it up the surroundings so I could see a l l  the paddocks on my 
right hand side and all the road behind me. This lasted for about five seconds and then 
went suddenly dark again. When I think of it now, and of the picture in my mind,it was 
rea lly quite pretty. Everything was il luminated, but very strange. 
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UNKNOWN OBJECT PACES CAR 

From then on the object kept changing direction from being alongside of me to behind 
me and never went to my left at any time that I noticed. Twice I saw an orange-yellow 
haze towards the back of it. At this time I passed my first car heading towards Blyth -
I'm sure it was a Falcon ute (utility). When I went through Blyth the object went higher 
but was still on my right side. 

On the straight stretch of bitumen, between Blyth and the hills, the object was at 
its lowest. It seemed about one hundred feet (30m) away from me but I think it would 
have been two hundred and fifty feet (75m) from the ground. On this straight stretch of 
road the object illuminated the whole surroundings again, the same as before. Here I 
accelerated to 150km an hour and then dropped back, but it was with me the whole time. 

As I started to go up into the Blyth hills the object seemed to be heading for the 
trees in the valley. Going up the first hill I had trees on my right and was looking up 
high through the car window and couldn't see it at all - but when I happened to look down I 
saw the object halfway between the trees. From there it seemed to move very slowly, even 
perhaps hovering, and just before Armagh, which is about a mile from Clare, it just dis­
appeared. 

I do remember Venus being very bright that night, but nothing else to attract my 
attention". 

INVESTIGATION 

Ray Brooke talked to Christine, viewed the car she was driving, and reviewed the 
locality with her. Questioning revealed that the object was seen as well as Venus which 
at this stage was at 17hrs right ascension, -26° declination, and brightness magnitude 
-3.7, setting at 2230 hours central standard time (2330 daylight saving) in the SW sky. 
The object was "larger" than Venus, to the left of, and lower in elevation than Venus. 

The size (moonsized), colour, shape and behaviour of the object appears to rule out 
aircraft or other conventional explanations and leaves this report as one of the few 
local "unknowns" for 1981. 

OTHER REPORTS 

1. November 19, 1981 - A Mrs J. Button of Booborowie said that while driving along the 
Hallett road about lOkrn south of Jamestown she, a friend and two teenage children, 
spotted a cigar shaped light apparently following their car. 

2. December 5, 1981 - At 1 a. m. a girl from Clare was driving between Blyth and Clare when 
she observed an unusual orange light in the sky. 

3. December 5, 1981 - A similar orange light was sighted by two girls travelling from 
Clare to Blyth between 1.30 a.m. and 1.45 a.m. It became smaller and disappeared. 

4. December 9, 1981 - Travelling between Burra and Farrell Flat a lady also reported a 
large orange light following her car.l 
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Ea r lY in January , 1982, Bil I Chalker sPent four day s in Canberra studYin� the 

RoYal Aust ralian Air For c e  files on UFOs - he is the fi rst Person to have ever 

been �iven a c c ess to these files. Bil I is PresentlY comPilin� this information 

- a fu I J rePort wil I aPPea r in the next issue of UFORAN. 
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UPOI 

BY JOHN KNAPMAN 

( UFORAN Correspondent New Zea land ) 

France, parts of North and South America and New Zealand have long been major UFO sight­
ing areas, however, reports of controversial objects also come from almost every corner of 
the globe. 

Over past years, New Zealanders from Northland to the Bluff have increasingly report­
ed UFO activity over their area of the Pacific. Linked with these sightings have been the 
now famous "Ngatea circles" - circular patches of earth denuded of vegetation and some­
times containing within them what appear to be three prong marks. 

One such circle which appeared at Eketahuna in 1965 was still clearly visible six 
years later. Grass and surrounding scrub had not grown over it. At Ngatea in October, 
1969, local horticulturist, John Stuart-Menzies investigated one of the circles in the 
area and discovered "traces of radioactivity" when he ran a geiger counter test. In many 
instances the circles have been linked with sightings of strange airborne lights often 
seen on the ground or hovering immediately above it. Investigations by DSIR scientists, 
however, failed to produce any conclusive evidence about the circles. They examined only 
one, found no traces of anything untoward and, therefore, refused to conduct further tests 
on other similar phenomena. A Victoria University team also examined one of the circles 
and stated that it was caused by natural means such as wild pigs searching for roots. 
Because of such statements and the generally inconclusive results of the few tests condu­
cted, serious UFO investigators generally regard the circles as non-specific circumstantial 
evidence. Several people more deeply involved, however, are positive the marks were made 
by UFOs. One such person is �etutu farmer Charles Blackmore, a UFO sceptic until 1969 
when a pond on his farm nine miles from Te Kuiti was subjected to strange lights in the 
night causing circular patterns to appear among flattened water reeds. The normally clear 
water in the pond took on a yellow tint and four tame ducks living there disappeared. 

In most cases of night sightings reports have been mainly of bright lights of varying 
hues travelling at different speeds before disappearing. This has frequently led to 
charges of optical illusions from sceptics. But when such sights are seen not only from 
the ground, but also on radar and by pilots flying nearby, this argument falls apart. For 
example, on Septembt;r 4, 1969, a Wellington radar station tracked an object emitting a 
blue pulsating light out over Cook Strait. The pilot and co-pilot of a Straits Air-Freight 
Express (SAFE) plane flying in the area at the time also observed the light which was 
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estimated to be travelling at 25 knots at a height of 3000 ft. The SAFE pilot, Captain R. 
Cullum, when questioned observed that the only man-made object he knew which was capable 
of staying aloft at that speed was a helicopter but helicopters do not give off a blue 
light. It was one of those things, he added, which just can't be explained. 

The following year, Christchurch meteorological radar tracked another phenomena which 
defied explanation. In November of that year, the radar station was tracking a meteorolo­
gical balloon when it picked up a stronger signal and latched on to it. The object on the 
screen climbed at the incredible rate of 7000 ft. a minute, increasing its speed as it got 
higher. At 63, 274 ft. the velocity of the object became so great that the radar station 
could no longer hold it. 

During the early part of 1974, residents around the Hunua Ranges south of Auckland, 
many of them too embarrassed to give their names, reported numerous sightings of what they 
claim were disc or cone shaped objects giving off extremely bright light. Over the same 
period, Wellsford residents, north of Auckland, also made similar sightings. In the Dome 
Valley area near Wellsford Mr Eric Marks claimed to have seen, from close quarters, a huge 
"craft" about 100 ft. across - he said it looked like a plate with a dome on top and ap­
peared to be suspended above the ground on "pencil-like rays". This description tallies 
with many others from over the years, both in New Zealand and abroad. An ex-merchant navy 
officer who is a trained navigator spotted what seemed to be a similar craft hovering over 
Mana Island near Wellington in 1958. He watched it with disbelief for a while before it 
took off vertically at terrific speed. 

It was a similar type of craft - the classic "flying saucer" that Mrs. Eileen Mo�eland 
says she saw at very close quarters in a paddock near Woodbourne in July 1957. Mrs� 
Moreland reported that she was walking in the paddock when she noticed two green lights 
descending through the cloud and mist. She ran for the shelter of some nearby

. 
trees and 

watched as the disc-shaped craft came down, hovered a few feet from the ground about five 
yards from the trees wh�.:�re she, terrified, was taking cover. Mrs. Moreland said "I never 
want to see something like that again" and told air force officials the craft had tilted 
towards her, its dome was transparent and in it were two beings who appeared to be wearing 
coveralls (described by Mrs. Moreland as "like glistening chain mail") and opaque helmets 
down to their shoulders. Following a high pitched whining sound the craft shot off back 

through the clouds. 

Scoffing has been a common reaction even in these cases of graphic close encounter 
reports. Ordinary men and women, singly or in small groups, are generally regarded by 
many sceptics as incapable of making accurate assessments usually because they lack the 
"training" - that aura of superiority accorded those with higher academic qualifications. 
However, while sightings by laymen are usually debunked out of hand, there is a marked 
silence when "trained" people come up with similar observations. A classic example occur­
red on May 1, 1965, when people in Wellington and Christchurch reported seeing a flight of 
strange objects in the sky heading out over the Tasman. They would certainly have been 
set to face the usual round of ridicule had not both the New Zealand and Australian Air 
F orces picked up seven UFOs over the Tasman at the same time. Civil Aviation also confir­
med the sighting as did an aircraft crew flying over the Tasman who saw the flight. The 
debunkers also remained fairly silent when at Maraenui on May 8, 1970, the head teacher, 
his staff and most of the pupils of the local Richmond school, watched for three or four 
minutes while a brightly shining object described as elongated oval shaped hovered in the 
sky. The object appeared to change shape and become a transparent ball before reverting 
to its original form and heading off in a westerly direction. 

In several cases a particular object seen in one area has also been observed in 
another area at the same time - there is no apparent collusion and the observers make up 
a complete cross section of society. It has been stated that similarities in the des­
criptions of UFOs result from widespread publicity about what other people claim to have 
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seen. Therefore, people reading these descriptions and seeing pictures of purported UFOs 
have been preconditioned, perhaps subconsciously, to think along these lines and to create, 
in their minds, such objects when they notice something unusual in the sky. This is a 
perfectly legitimate observations, however, it cannot account for the illiterate, unschool­
ed Latin American peasant who comes forward with exactly the same description. Even in 
relatively sophisticated societies, it seems most unusual that the descriptions should 
tally so closely.l 

Citizens Against UFO Secrecy (CAUS) 

I n  i t s 3� yea r ex i s t e n ce , t he pub l i c  - i n t e res t g ro up C i t i ze n s  Aga i n s t  U FO Se cre cy 
(CAU S ) h a s  en de a vou re d t o : 

B r i n g abou t  a g rea t e r  pub l i c  awa ren e s s  o f  t he U . S .  Fe de ra l Gove rnmen t ' s  po l i c i e s/ 
p ra c t i ces as  reg a rds  o f f i c i a l co l l ec t i on and p roce s s i ng of  U FO da t a; 

P re s s  fo r re fo rm o f  Fe de r a l ,  s t a t e , an d l o ca l - gove rnmen t U FO re sea r ch a ct i v i t y so  as 
t o  e l i m i n at e  o r  re du ce any t en den cy  to keep t he res u l t s  of t h a t  a c t i v i ty s ec ret o r  othe r ­
w i s e n a r row l y a va i l ab l e t o  t he c i t i ze n ry; 

App l y  t he p rov i s i on s  o f  t he U . S .  F reedom of I n fo rmat i on Act ( FO I A) towa rd fe r ret i n g 
f rom o f f i c i a l f i l es s t i l l  ke p t  f rom pub l i c  v i ew nume rous U FO s i gh t i ng repo rt s , i n te l l i ge n ce 
an a l y s es , re po rt i n g d i rect i ve s , a n d  ot h e r  documen t a ry ev i den ce o f  t he con t i nu i n g  go ve rnmen t ­
a l  con ce rn about t h e U FO con t rove rsy;  

Pub l i sh ou r f i n d i n g s  an d re commen d a t i on s . 

CAU S Renews An t i - U FO S e c re cy E f fo rt Du r i ng N a t i on a l Freedom o f  U FO I n fo rmat i on We ek 

At a p res s con fe re n ce i n  Wash i n g ton , D . C  . .  on October 2 7 ,  1 9 8 1 , CAU S l eg a l a dv i so r  
Pet e r  A .  Ge rs t en announ ce d t he fo l l ow i ng i n i t i at i ves  t o  compe l fu l 1 a ccoun t ab i l i ty o f  the 
Fe de ra l Gove rnmen t ' s  U FO po l i cymake rs i n  t he i r s up p res s i on o f  o f f i c i a l  U FO documen t a t i on :  

E s t ab l i s hmen t o f  N a t i on a l F reedom o f  U FO In fo rmat i on week wh i ch t ook p l a ce du r i n g 
Octob e r  2 5-3 1 , 1 9 8 1 . 

He a r i ng of  o ra l  a rgumen t s  on  Octobe r 2 8 ,  1 98 1 , i n  t he p l a i n t i ff ' s  ap pea l o f  CAUS  Vs . 
U . S .  N a t i on a l S e cu r i ty Agen cy (NSA ) . Th i s  l an dma rk FO I A  l aws u i t  t o  f ree some 1 3 5 U FO doc­
umen t s  ma i n t a i ne d  by t he Agency at i t s headq ua rt e rs at  Fo rt Geo rge G. Me ade , Md . , ha s re s ­
u l t e d  i n  wo r l dw i de n ews -me d i a  i n te res t . De s p i t e  a cknow l e dg i ng t ha t  i n t e re s t , the U . S .  
Fede r a l D i s t r i c t Cou r t  j udge s i ded w i t h t h e  Agen cy w i t hout eve n  i n s pect i ng fo r h i ms e l f t h e  
documen ts i n  ques t i on .  CAU S  a rgues t hat  t he j udge e r re d  i n  t h at non a ct i on , that the 
"s pec i a l  c i r cums t a n ces"  o f  the U FO con t rove r s y  a s  a pub l i c  i s sue requ i res t h e  Cou rt t o  
go t h e  d i s t a n c e  on beha l f  o f  t h e  pub l i c's r i gh t  t o  know . F i n an c i n g o f  t h i s  ap pea l s  l i t i ­
g a t i o n h a s  b een suppo r t e d  i n  p a rt by t he Was h i n g ton , D . C . - b a s e d  Fun d fo r U FO Re s ea rch I n c. ,  
wh i ch a l so con t r i but ed t owa rds fun d i n g o f  t he CAU S- l e d appe a l i n  t he ce l eb rat ed ca se o f  
G roun d S auce r Wa t ch , I n c . , V s . U.S . Ce n t r a l  I n t e l l i gence Age n cy ( 1 9 78 - 1 98 1 ) .  

D ra f t i ng o f  a ' 1 P re s i de n t i a l  P roc l ama t i on t o  A f f i rm F reedom o f  U FO I n fo rmat i on an d 
Ex p re s s i o n" . Pu r po s e  o f  t he p roc l amat i on i s  t o  p rov i de wou l d - be 1 1 t e l l e rs - a l l "  a wa i ve r  o f  
t he i r s ec recy oa t hs a n d  to  h a ve a l l sup p re s s e d  o f f i c i a l  U FO- re l a t e d  reco rds made ava i l ab l e  
t o  t he pub l i c - i n  t he p re s en t a n d  i n  t he futu re . 

Pe rsons  i n t e re s t e d  i n  1j o i n i n g i n  t he CAUS 1 a s  U FO i n fo rmat i on coo rd i n a t o rs an d/o r as 
con t r i but i n g s pon so r s  a re a s ked to  con t a ct  CAUS As s i s t an t  D i re ct o r  La r ry Faw ce t t , 4 7 1 Goo s e  
Lan e , Cove n t ry ,  CT  0 6 2 3 8 , U . S . A .  

SOU RC E: U FORMANT - A n ews bu l l e t i ng pub l i s he d  i n t e rm i t te n t l y  by CAUS , PO Box 4 7 4 3 , 
Ar l i ng ton , VA 2 2 2 04 (s i ng l e- copy p r i ce: $ U S 3 ,  p l ease  make checks payab l e  t o  CAUS ) .  
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LIGHTNING STRIKES 

AS THE CAUSE OF SOME 

UFO GROUND TRACES 

BY MICHAEL HOUGH 

SUMMARY 

Li�htnin� causes some UFO landin� traces, such as �round dePressions and tree dama�e. A 

Ji�htnin� strike on loose soil Produces ful�urites: narrow tubes of fused silica �lass, 

extendin� many metres into the �round. A strike on comPact soil or rock Produces �lassY 

JumPs or crusts. The effect on trees is varied - ran�in� from comPlete disinte�ration, 

to no immediate effect at al 1. Later wiltin� of folia�e is common. ManY trees in a clumP 

surroundin� a struck tree maY die over subseq uent months or Years. Grass in fields is 

burnt brown when struck - in Places, formin� a branchin� Pattern radiatin� from the imPact 

POint. 

UFO TRACES 

The Professional studY of a UFO landin� rePort should consider both the PhYsical 

evidence for the event, and the PSYcholo�ical imPact of the event on each witness. This 

imPact is often so stron� that the natural landscaPe is easilY misinterPreted to suPPort 

an exotic UFO encounter. Investi�ators should thus be familar with natural "UFO-Iike" 

features of the landscaPe. 
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The tYPes of UFO �round traces rePorted in Australia are <1>: 

A. Concentric rin�s <e.�. Eton Ran�e 1965>. 

B. Oval nests of flattened �rass <e.�. Tul IY 1966; Emerald Beach 1970>. 

c. Ova l dePressions in the �round <e.�. Bourkes Flat 1966>. 

D. ImPrints <e.�. Oran�e 1977>. 

E. Dama�e to flora. 

Several tYPes of natural exPlanations are Possible: 

1. Botanical <2>: e.�. A - fun�i <fairY rin�s and leaf smut> 

2. Zoolo�ical <2> e.�. B - wildlife nests; D - burrows; E - disease. 

3. Manmade: e.�. A - motorbike tracks; D - fence Post holes; E - chemical sPraYs 

<and hoaxes, of course>. 

4. GeomorPholo�ical <3>: e.�. C - claYPans and �il�ai. 

5. Li�htnin� strikes: aPPlies to c, D and E. 

An Australian UFO rePort that clearlY fits cate�ory 5 is Bo��abri <November 1970>. 



LIGHTNING STRIKES AS THE CAUSE 
OF SOME UFO GROUND TRACES 

FIGURE 1: Arti ficial fulguri te 

made by passing electric current 

through a bucket of sand (8). 
Scale - 15cm high. 

A barren oval Patch, 2m in d iameter and 15cm deep, aPPeared 

in a Paddock of sudan �rass on the Erratt ProPerty , 10km 

east of Bo��abri, NSW. A deeP central hole, SOcm in dia­

meter, had sides as "smooth as �lass". Several smal l�r 

holes were near the ed�e of the circle. A fine whitish 

Powder covered the surface. A Soil Conservation Service 

officer at Gunnedah, A.F. Clou�h, stated the ori�in to be 

"Primary and second arY li�htnin� strikes durin� the coincid ­

in� Period of electrical storms". The white Powder was 

natural salts desiccated bY the intense heat C4>. 

This article summarises the effects of li�htnin� 

strikes on soil and ve�etation. These effects are more 

common than most UFO investi�ators aPPreciate. Several 

million li�htnin� bolts hit the �round around the �lobe 

each d aY. A tYPical bolt has a Potential difference of 109 

volts, and a current of 10S amps, Yieldin� 1o11 kw of Power 

in the sPark channel. Thus, substantial effects on soil 

and ve�etation can be exPected. 

LIGHTNING STRIKES ON SOIL 

A li�htnin� strike instantaneouslY heats the soil to 

1800 de�.c., f usin� it to �lass. The �lass color varies 

from translucent white, to tan to black. The �lassy a��re�ates 

are called fu l �urites and the �lass itself lechatelierite. 

The shaPe and q uantitY of �lass Produced dePends on 

the soil - its comPosition and de�ree of c omPaction - and 

PerhaPs on the tYPe of li�htnin�. For examPle, q uartz sands are more readilY fused than 

claY soils. Li�htnin� is most likelY to hit a localitY that is hi�h above �round-level 

Chills, forests>, and/or that has hi�h conductivitY <e.�. water-saturated soil, ironstone 

beds, buried PiPes>. 

Fallen Power lines can Prod uce the same effect, even thou�h the current dischar�es 

into the �round at lower temPeratures, and for a lon�er time Period C5, 6>. At times, 

li�htnin� brin�s down Power lines C7>. Ful�urites have also been Produced exPerimental IY 

bY Passin� hi�h volta�e dischar�es into sand <8> <Fi�ure 1>. 

The earthin� of ball li�htnin� can also PossiblY Produce similar effects C9>. 

EFFECT OF LIGHTNING ON LOOSE SOIL CDESERT, BEACH, & LAKE-SHORE SAND-DUNES> 

Acco rdin� to eYewitnesses, I i�htnin� that strikes I oose sandY soi I P red uces I on� 

narrow ful�urite tubes CFi�ures 2 & 3>. These extend d own 1 - 20 metres into the �round 

FIGURE 2: Fragment o f  

typical fulgurite tube 

(8), showing rough outer 

surface (partly fused 

qu artz grains). Scale 

15cm long. 
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LIGHTNING STRIKES AS THE CAUSE 

OF SOME UFO GROUND TRACES 

FIGURE 3: A 13/4 -metre­
l ong fu l gu rite from Karnak 
Vi ctori a, mounted for dis­
pl a y  pu rposes (l l A) . 

(6, 10>. ManY similar tubes of like ori�in have been found 

in Australia <11, 11A> and overseas ea, 12>. TYPical tubes 

have smooth hollow cores <mostlY 2 - 20cm in diameter>, in 

Places as a loose sPiral Pattern. The irre�ular outer ed�es 

of tubes mer�e with PartlY fused sand �rains. The �lass is 

�eneraJIY ful J of bubbles, and/or unfused sand �rains <Fi�ure 

4>. Or�anic matter near the tube is carbonised. If the �round 

is wet, clouds of steam are exPel led. 

Intricate branchin� of tubes at dePth is common, resemblin� 

tree roots. <But the tubes have not actual Jy rePlaced tree 

roots, accordin� to eYewitnesses.> Adjacent tubes are known to 

link UP under�round. The li�htnin� Penetrates in search of the 

hi�hiY conductin� water-table' and then sPreads out throu�h and/ 

or alon� the conductin� laYer. 

A sin�le bolt can Produce two or three re�ulariY spaced 

holes in a line <10), e.�. 50cm to 3m aPart. The holes are 

caused either bY successive bolts from a driftin� cloud, bY 

multiPle strikes of the same bolt, or PossiblY even bY a forked 

bolt. 

Tube ful�urites are so distinctive that theY have been 

reco�nised in ancient rocks 250 million Years old, now re­

exPosed at �round level <13>. 

Careful di��in� around the tinY holes at a site should un­

cover the tops of the �lassY ful�urite tubes. 

In claY soils, a li�htnin� bolt di�s a·deeP hole, but onlY 

fuses the soil in Parts of the hole. One such hole <20cm wide 

at the toP> extends vertical IY down 6m; dirt is thrown back from 

al I sides of the hole for a distance of 1m, and heaPed uP 15cm 

above �round I eve I < 14>. 

EFFECT OF LIGHTNING ON COMPACT SOIL, ROCKS, ETC. 

Li�htnin� that strikes a comPacted soil or 

sediment Produces irre�ular �lassY lumPs (9, 15), 

or short fuJ�urite tubes <7>. 

If li�htnin� hits rock, as on a mountain 

toP below cloud cover, a �lassY crust is Pro­

duced <16>. Some rocks are sPlit into Pieces 

coated with �lass. The li�htnin� can also 

intenselY ma�netise the rock, such that comPass 

readin�s become unreliable <13>. 

Li�htnin� that strikes a concrete Pavement 

leaves a black streak <e.�. 1m Ion� and 5cm wide>. 

The concrete is blistered and fused to a black 

�lassY sla�, and tinY black beads of �lass are 

scattered about <17>. 

10 

FIGURE 4: Cross-section of a glassy 

fulgurite tube from Macquarie Harbor, NSW 

(15), showing the irregular outer wall 

and smooth inner wall. Gas pores fill 

much of the space between walls. 



LIGHTNING STRIKES AS THE CAUSE 
OF SOME UFO GROUND TRACES 

FIGURE 5: Spiral furrows in 

the bark of a tree trunk 

caused by a lightning strike 

( 21). 

LIGHTNING-LIKE EFFECTS IN SOIL 

Tree roots at the su rfa ce, Pa rticula r lY those rePl a c ed 

bY or enc ased bY oPa line silic a, c a rbonates o r  iron oxides, 

suPerficia llY look like ful�urite tubes < 18>. 

Glass strewn a bout on the �round is not in itself P roof 

of a li�htnin� strike. Seve r a l  ty pes of �lass exist < 15>: 

A. Volc ani c  < obsidian>. 

B. Tektites - �lass Pebbles strewn over la r �e a reas of 

Western Aust r a lia, South Austr a lia and Victo ria, 

believed to ori�inate f rom the imPa ct of a �iant 

meteo rite in S.E. Asia 5000 - 30000 Yea rs a�o < 15, 

15A>. 

C. At meteo rite c rater sites - e.�. Henbury , Northern 

Ter ritory . 

D. At atom- bomb test sites. 

E. HaY-silic a �lass < see below>. 

F. Bottle f r a�ents, etc. 

Of these, onlY meteorite- imPa ct �lass < C> is like ful�urite 

�lass in bein� chemical IY identic al in terms of n on- vola tile 

elements to the su r roundin� soil. 

HaY- silic a �lass. Two sta cks of haY < 1300 0 wired ba les 

we re burnt to the �round at Gna rkeet, Vi cto ria, one ni�ht 

in 1961 < 19>. Auto- c ombustion or a rson was susPected. The 

burnt- out sta cks c onsisted of ash and fibrous and lumPY ves-

icula r sili c a  �lass. The �lass suPPosedlY o ri�inated bY 

fusion of the oPa l PhYtoliths that make UP 5 wei�ht% of the 

rYe �rass and oats. < Auto- c ombustion is c a used bY the heat builduP durin� compostin� of 

haY that is sta c ked while it is too wet. Burnin� Pr oceeds char a c teristic a l  IY slowlY.> 

Howeve r, it is a lso Possible that li�htnin� struck the ha ysta cks, with or without 

fusin� Pa rt of the soil beneath a s  well < 18>. The wire a round the ba les would a ct as a 

c onductor. 

The hi�h p, K and Na c ontents of haY-silic a  �lass a re unique. Even tinY beads of 

su ch �lass that ha ve subsequentlY been Plou�hed ba ck into the soil c an later be identified 

with certa intY. 

LIGHTNING EFFECTS ON VEGETATION 

Most studies of the effect 

of li�htnin� on ve�etation a re 

qua lita tive observations onlY. 

Predic tion of the extent of 

anticiPated dama �e is thus 

diffi cult. Effects on t rees 

a re best studied bec a use 

1> li�htnin� hits t rees mo re 

often than � rassy �round, 

and 

FIGURE 6: Tree mortality in a Florida citrus grove 2 months after 

a lightning strike (21). 
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FIGURE 7: Tree mortality after a lightning 

strike in a coconut palm plantation, New 

Britain (23A). The numbers indicate the 

order in which trees died during the 10 

months after tree No .1 was struck. 

2> the dama�e to trees and resultant fires reduce 

the value of forests as a timber resource. 

Structural dama�e to trees <21>. This is hi�hiY 

variable, ran�in� from comPlete shatterin� of a 

tree into slivers, to furrowin� of the trunk, and 

to micro-�roovin� and showerin� of fibres and saP 

beads over the �round and nearbY trees. A verti­

cal or sPiral �roovin� Pattern on the tree trunk 

is sometimes Produced CFi�ure 5>. Certain tree 

sPecies are more suscePtible to dama�e than others. 

Some trees, even when seen to be struck bY li�ht­

ninet sustain no PhYsical dama�e at all <22>. 

PhYsiolo�ical Dama�e <individual trees> <21> • 

Some trees die within weeks or months of bein� 

struck, even if not structural IY dama�ed. Others 

remain in �ood health. Common effects are raPid 

wiltin� of branch folia�e <"crown dieback"> and 

brownin� of stems. At times, tree roots are 

dama�ed sufficient IY to cause the tree to die. 

Tree-�rouP mortalitY <21, 23, 23A>. At times, a sin�le li�htnin� bolt kil Is manY 

trees in compact circular clumPs. The bolt Passes into the �round below the struck tree 

and sPreads lateral IY kil I in� the roots of nearbY trees. UP to 50 trees may eventual IY 

die. Several flashes killed 2300 trees in a Florida citrus �rove in 1972 CFi�ure 6>. 

Trees at the centre show the earliest and most severe effects. MortalitY sPreads outwards 

from the struck tree for time Periods ran�in� from a few daYs to 3 Years CFi�ure 7>. 

Dama�e to �rass. Li�htnin� that strikes an oPen field or �olf course burns the �rass 

brown. A branchin� star-like Pattern of brown �rass can radiate from the imPact Point of 

the bolt <24, 24A> <Fi�ure 8>. This ProbablY haPPens when the �round is waterlo��ed and 

the bolt hits an isolated hi�h-Point, such as a fla�Pole on a �olf course. A hi�h electric 

current remains on the wet surface near the strike Point and ProPa�ates outwards across 

the surface in we I 1-defined branchin� channels of least resistance for distances of UP to 

10 or more metres. This shows that humans and animals cau�ht in a wet field durin� an 

electrical storm are in dan�er of bein� electrocuted bY the 

�round char�e if theY shelter near a tree. It is best to 

crouch down at a moderate distance from the tree Cat least 

10m awaY>. 

LIGHTNING-LIKE EFFECTS ON VEGETATION 

Wiltin� of tree folia�e is also caused bY disease, 

fire and wind dama�e, and bY chemical sPraYin�. Trees 

struck bY li�htnin� are more suscePtible to later dama�e 

of these tYPes - thus maskin� the earlier li�htnin� 

effect. 
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FIGURE 8: Starlike pattern of 
brow.n grass caused by light­
ning striking a golf course 
(24). 
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WANTED - $50�000 

Sc i en t i s t s  a t  t h e  Commonwealt h 
S c i en t i f i c  & I n du s t r i al Res ea rch 
Organ i z a t i on ( C S I RO ) D i v i s i on o f  
B u i l d i n g Res ea rch h ave deve l oped  
a d i g i t a l  i mage p roces so r wh i ch 
cou l d  pos s i b l y  be a p pl i ed i n  t he 
a n a l y s i s  o f  U FO pho t o g raph s . 

The imqe processing apparatus 

The digital image processor with imaging, control and display 

attachments. For some applications the camera is mounted 

over a microscope, for others it is focused directly onto 

the sample. 

The eq u i pme n t  was  o r i g i n al l y 
i n t e n de d  t o  p rov i de rap i d  i n fo rm­
a t i on a bo u t  t h e  s t r u ct u re of woo d , 
b u t  i t  i s  al ready be i n g u s e d  i n  
med i cal res e a rch fo r t h e  me as u re­
men t  o f  o r gans  t a ken  f rom t es t  
a n i mals . Con s i de rable ve rs a t i l i ty 
h as already  been des i gned  i n to t he 
eq u i pmen t ,  an d t h i s  co uld be fu r­
t he r  expan ded by s u i t able p rog ram­
m i n g o f  t h e  m i c ro p roces s o r u s e d  t o  
$ 50 , 000 co s t ,  wh i ch pu t s  i t  beyo n d  

con t ro l  t he s y s t em .  T h e  on l y  d rawback  i s  t h e  es t i ma t e d  
t h e re ach o f  ava i la ble U FO res ea rch fun d s .  

- Frank Gil l espie. 
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A UPO VISIOn ? 
the mystery of 'a machine to go through the air' 

1873, Parramatta, NSW, Australia 

BY BILL CHAL KER 

" ... aghast the Children of man 
Stood on the infinite Earth & saw these visions in the air ... 
But many stood silent, & busied in their families. 
And many said, 'we see no visions in the darksome air' .. . " 

1 
- William Blake, 1797 

"Now I a fourfold VlSlon see, 
And a fourfold vision is given to me; 
'This fourfold in my supreme delight 

And threefold in soft Beulah's night 
And twofold Always. May God us keep 
From single vision & Newton's sleep." 

- William Blake, 1802
2 

Prologue 

D i d  a U FO l an d  i n  Par rama t ta Pa rk , New South Wa l es ,  d ur i n g  1 86 8? 

Was t here an enco un t e r  b etween a Pa r ramat ta s u rveyo r a n d  t h e  appa ren t opera tor o f  
t he obj ect ? 

D i d  t he s u rveyor go o n boa rd t h e  o bj e c t ? 

Th i s  artic l e  con s i ders t hese and othe r q uestion s and at temp t s some a n swe rs . .  

Int roduction 

I n  abo u t  1 9 75, a 1 5  page docume n t  came to my not i ce3 . The ma t er i a l  des c r i bed i t s e l f  
as a 11C o py f rom t he Memo ran d um Book o f  F re d .  Wm . B i rm i n g h am ,  t he En g i neer to t h e  Coun c i  1 o f  
Pa rramat t a .  A mach i ne to g o  th4ough t he a i r .  A . D .  1 87 3" . l t  w a s  os tens i b l y prepared b y  ,c; 
a gro up o f  peop l e  (5 i n  n umbe r )  , w i t h t he work co -ord i na t e d  by Mr T . V .  Homan ( now deceased r 
- a  fo rme r s ta f f  member o f  t h e  U FO I n ves t i g at i on Cen tre ( U FO I C ) .  The un da ted  copy was at 
l ea s t known t o  h a ve been p rod uced d u r i n g t h e  1 9 50 s  6 . 

A l t hough  s omewhat s cept i ca l  o f  t he a u t h en t i c i t y o f  t h e  accoun t ,  I de c i ded to docume n t  
s ect i on s  o f  t he 1 1Memo ran d um Book"  i n  an access i b l e  fo rm ( pa rt l y  i n  a n  a t t empt to draw com­
men t an d pos s i ble c l ar i f i cat i on )  an d t o  t hat en d , i nc l uded i t  i n  a pre l i m i nary  ca ta l ogue

7 8 o f  Aust1a l i an UFO en t i ty accou n t s , comp i l ed by Ke i t h Bas terf i e l d  an d t h i s  autho r  i n  1 9 76 ' . 
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interesting UFO sighting that followed 
reinforce the •contact• process1111• 

Surprisingly, although the catalogue was widely 
circulated amongst the UFO research community , 
the 1 868 report drew little comment . The mem­
orandum book was again referred to in a paper, 
prepared by this author, in 19779. At that 
time I noted: 

11The Birmingham - Parramatta case of 1868 
is perhaps one of the few cases in Australia 
which speaks directly of a •contact• nature, 
but its historical nature prevents close criti­
cal enquiry . lt is almost like a •contactee• 
tale , but several aspects of Mr Bi rmingham•s 
1visign• suggest it warrants serious considera­
tion 1 . 

Birmingham could well have been Australia1s 
first caucasian •contact• percipient . His ex­
perience is steeped in symbolic images and an 

in 187 3 and poltergeist-like phenomena seemed to 

Apart from a few further references12 , the account has received little attention . No 
one came forward , who had any knowledge of the affair , despite some press coverage in 1980 
and 198 1. 

Although I had the 11Memorandum Book11 copy, in my possession for some years , other 
activities always largely managed to prevent me from carrying out my desire to confirm 
the possible historical validity of the Birmingham account . 

lt was not until January, 1980 , that an oblique stimulus appeared, which was suffi­
cient enough to encourage me to launch into what has developed into a detailed and exhaust­
ive enquiry into the 11Memorandum Book of Fred . Wm . Birmingham11• 

That stimulus was 11An Account of a Meeting with Denizens of Another World - 187 1  -

Wil l iam Robert Loosley - edited and with commentary by David Langford13••
4 

Although I found 
the Loosley/Langford account curiously uncompelling and unsatisfactory1 , it was enough to 
project me into attempting to see whether there was something of substance behind the Bir­
mingham account . 

I wanted to find out whether , in the account, we had a factual description of real 
events, objective or otherwise . Psychological explanations loom large , as we shal 1 see 
(DISCUSSION) and because of the nature of the account , it may be relevant to our under­
standing of modern day UFO 11contact11 and 11abduction11 accounts. 

15 
The Account 

The 11Mernorandum Book , A.D. 187 311 attributed to the hand of one 11Fred . Wm . Birmingham , 
C.�. & Lie. Surveyor, Parramatta, Australia11 , gives an account of an 11aerial machine11-
11A machine to go through the air11• 

"On the nigh t of th e 25 th - 26 th J ul y  Anno Domino (original spelling) 1868, I had a 
wond erfu l d ream - a vision ... " 

Birmingham described standing under the verandah of his rented cottage in Duck•s Lane , 
Parramatta , when he saw up in the sky , to the north-east, the passage of a bizarre appar­
itional procession . This consisted of " the In rd Bishop of Sydney's head in the air l ooking 
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in tentl y upon me in a frownin g  hal f laughing  mood ... I watched i t  in ten t l y  and when it had 

t ra vel l ed to the eas t i t  dimmed - just as one loses his focus by quickl y drawing in or out 
the slid e  of a t el escope ". 

In the same manner, " the Premier ' s  head twi ce appeared ... this dimmed and again the 
Lord Bishop ' s  head shone forth as it were l ooking inten t l y  and impeachingl y upon me , and 

t ra vel ling so utherl y to about s.s -east ". 

Birmingham dropped his gaze to ponder the extraordinary display . "After some consid ­

erabl e time I determined to l ook a t  the head or heads again . . . ", but they were gone . 

11A Machine to go through the Ai r11 

" I  ret ra ced the course the head had taken and just in the spo t where I firs t saw the 

h ead I saw an ' Ark� and whil e l ooking at it - moving along the same track as th e h ead had 
taken - I said to mysel f a l o ud ,  ' Wel l tha t is a bea utiful vessel '. I had no sooner ended 

the sentence than I was made aware tha t I was no t al one , for to my right hand and a lit t le 

to th e rear o f  my front age a dis tinct voice said , slowl y ,  - ' That ' s  a machine to go through 
the air ' .  

In a lit tl e time I repl ied - ' It appears t o  me more l ike a vessel for going upon the 
wa ter,  but ,  at all events , it ' s  the l o veliest thin g I e ver saw '. 

I t hen fel t that somehow or anoth er the spiri t and I were as it may have been spiri t ­

u a l l y on t h e  highest pa rt of t h e  Pa rrama t t a  Park ". 

By this time, 11the mach i ne11 had moved through the air in a z i g-zag fashion, " then 
qui t e , s topped , the forward motion and d es cended some twen ty feet or so as gen tl y as a 

fea ther on the grass ", at a distance of about 20 yards from Birmingham and the 11Spi rit11• 

Birmingham described the ark in the following way: " • . .  tho ugh a brown col o ur (rubber!) 

a l l  o ver at a dist ance ... its pecu liar shapings are wel l impressed upon my mind and the 

col o ur seemed to bl end with fain t ,  flit ting shades of st eel bl ue , bel ow , and appearing 

t remulo us and like wha t  one might term magni fi ed scal es on a l arge fish , the l a t t er being 

as it were fl ying in the air , (the machine has not the shape of an ything tha t has life) ". 

The 11spi rit11 was described by Birmingham as being " like a neutral tin t shad e (whi t e ?  

- B. C.) and t h e  shape o f  a man i n  his us ua l frock dress ". 

@------�·� - Fo�ar� 
---? 
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Sketch (after Birmingham) 
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lt said to him, "Have yo u a desi re or do 
you wish to enter upon it! " Birmingham 
replied, "Yes ". 

'' ' Then come ' - said the spirit , there ­
upon we were lifted off the gra ss and gentl y 

ca rried through the air and onto the upper 
part of the ma chine ... " 

Aboard the 11A rk11 

On the machine, the spirit showed Birming­
ham two cylinders, located at the front and 
back of it, indicating their purpose, "by 
<iownward motion of hand ". 

The spirit beckoned the surveyor to enter 
the 11pi lot house11 ( as Birmingham termed a part 
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of the machine ) saying, "Step i n " . Bi rmingham desc ribed how 
he went down about th ree steep steps . They led into the 
pilot house room, which was about th ree and a half feet lower 
than the deck of the machine . The only featu re of the room 
was a table, about five feet by th ree and a half feet and two 
an d a ha 1 f feet h i g h eo ve red w i t h mate r i a 1 1 i k e o i 1 s k i n , "or 
perhaps i ron covered wi th rubber cl oth t i ghtl y " . About two 
feet sepa rated the table and the walls of the room . Bi rming­
ham refe r red to how, " everything appea red very strong , the 
si des I noti ce d  were ext remel y thi ck ,  abou t six inches - an d 
I ( then) won dere d why they were so strong in ' a  machine to go 
through the ai r ' " .  

Standing alone at the rea r  end of the table, whe re upon 
he rested one hand, Bi rmingham began to repent agreeing to 
" en t ering upon " the " a rk " . 

S k t: t ch ( a  f ttn· Oi rmingham) "I fel t mi serabl y queer - just l ike one who un dertaking 
a bi l l et or post he knows nothing of. So I remained for some 

considerable time , when I was a ro us ed as i t  were from my reveri e by the voi ce of the spi-ri t 

on my ri ght han d ,  who sai d ,  ' Here a re some papers for yo ur  gui dan ce ' " .  

The hand of the spi rit was resting on the table and within it we re several printed 
papers . The fi rst paper was cove red with figu res and formulae . 

" . . .  Thinki ng the formul ae an d fi gures of other kinds mi gh t be too int ri cate for my 

comprehensi on I said to the spi ri t  - ' Oh ! Wi l l  I wan t them ? ' The spi ri t repl i ed slowl y ,  

bu t wi th marked emphasis , ' It i s  absol utel y necessary tha t  you shoul d  know these thi ngs , 

but , yo u can s t u dy �hem as you go on ' " .  

Among the "figu res and fo rmu lae", Bi rmingham saw, we re the following : 

V =  550  + ( 5 00 + /H) . 

"I again cas t down my eyes between my hands as i t  were on the table consi deri ng s i l en t ­

l y  the words of t h e  hol y spi ri t a n d  when I looked about I foun d I was alone in the ark !  

So I fel l , I suppose , into m y  usual sl eeping state , and waki ng next morning deepl y 
impressed wi th that vi sion of the night . . .  " 

P re eo g n i t i on ? 

Beyond the above experience, 1 868 was " a  mos t mi serable yea r "  for Bi rmingham . " I  

wen t abou t  down hearted and wi th the remains of l ow fever - rhe umatism ,  l umbago an d the 
l ike " . Early in 1 869 , Bi rmingham (fo rme rly "twi ce el ect e d  al derman of Parrama t t a " ) was 
reading newly acquired engineering lite ratu re, to facilitate wo rk on a repo rt to the local 
counci 1 on " the wat erworks scheme for suppl ying Parrama t t a  with wa ter" ( " . . .  man y years sur­

veying had ma de me qui te rus t y  as to the l i t tl e (engineering) I knew some 1 6  to 18 yea rs 

before, I scraped up such us eful informa tion as I coul d speedil y  get or pay for" ) . Amongst 
the mate rial he had bought and seen fo r the fi rst time, were Molesworth ' s  Engineering Tables 
for 1 868 .  On page 1 3 7  of these tables, mu ch to his su rp rise, Bi rmingham found the figu res 
and fo rmu lae he had seen " i n  that vi sion of the ni ght namel y ,  ' Jul y A . D . 1868 "' .  They were 
p resent in connection with cent rifugal pumps . 

Birmingham ponde red his ' 'vision" occasionally but could only rationalis e (to his own 
satisfaction at l east ) the fi rst po rtion, namel y that it reminded h i m " that I mus t serve 

God by conformi ng to the Chri s t i an doct ri ne and laws of his ch urch . (Chri s t ' s  Bri de) . As 
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to the second portion of the vi si on I coul d  not con ­

c l ude wha t  i t  mean t - a t  l east in an y sati sfactory 

wa y ( ' a ma chine to go through the a i r ' - or in other 

words , the ark mentioned in the Book of Revel ations ! ) " 

Th i n g s  d i d  not  end  t h ere for Fre d .  Wm . B i rm i n g h am .  

The Open i ng Gate  

On  March 2 7 , 1 8 7 1 , he wa s c ros s i ng t he l ane from 
h i s  ne i ghbour Bart le t t ' s we l l  w i t h a can fu l l  o f  wa ter .  
Open i ng t h e  g a t e  l a t ch t o  h i s  veran dah , B i rm i n g h am 
s p i l t  some water .  " I  opened the ga te an d sh ut i t  

a fter entering bu t on my way t o  the ki tchen I h ea rd 

i t  open . 

After deposi ting the water there I passed through 

the si t ting room to the verandah thinking the shock · 

mus t  have opened i t .  So I shut i t  aga in carefu l l y  

l ooking at i t  as I reti red into the room . Bu t ,  t o  

m y  grea t s urpri se t h e  l atch ros e thi s  second time ! 

I thou gh t  i t  s t range so I went out again and l a tched 

the gate , st ruck the pos ts , an d the front of the gate , 

j umped on the verandah wa tched i t  for some 1 5  seconds , 

went backward into the room an d roun d th e t abl e ,  look­

ed out the window an d keeping my eyes fixed toward 

the l a tch sai d aloud in a t ri umphan t voi ce - ' Now yo u 

cannot ri se ' - I had no sooner s ai d  the sentence than 

the s ame (i ron ) l a t ch rose up ! And the gate opened !  

I need hardl y s a y  I was astounde d  for a time . 

Wel l  I went out an d sh ut i t ,  but , I di d not repeat 

the chall enge . The thing has s unk deepl y into my 

min d e ven to my very so ul , and I now know that the 

po wer of god never sl eeps . ( The l at ch for yea rs be­

fore and y ears a fter thi s occurrence never di d rise 

wi tho ut han ds to it or han d and cane) " .  

' 'A t h i n g to be accomp l i s h ed 1  • 

" Day by day and a t  ni ght in my wakefu l moments I 
have o ften rehearsed the won derful dreams I have had , 

an d co upl i ng them one day wi th the vi sion of the Lord 

Bi shop ' s  head and the l at ch rising ,  I came down from 

the hi l l  i n  the Pa rramat ta Pa rk fi rml y convinced that 

the vi sion was gra dua l l y un fol ding i tsel f  an d ' the ma chine to go through the a i r ' was a 

t hing (through God ' s  mercy) to be a ccompl ishe d .  

I sat down a t  the s ame en d o f  the tabl e where from I saw the l a tch ris e ,  cal cul ating 

press ures et c .  and taking a match box in my han d an d l et ting it drop on the tabl e I sai d 

alo u d  ' Bu t , how in the name o f  goo dness can I o vercome ' gravi t y ' ' .  I ins t an t l y  fel t in 

my l eft ai r a so un d  l ike that pro duced by pressing a l a rge sea shel l close to one ' s  ear, 

an d the words 'Are not the si des grea ter than a thi rd ' . 

Becoming exci ted an d in grea t joy I sai d aloud,  ' Yes , an d the s i des and bottom worki ng 

t o geth er can overcome the top ' . 'l'his was the fi rs t practi cal cl ue as to forming the i nter­

ior par t s  of the machine I saw i n  the vi sion of the aforenamed ni ght 2 5 th - 2 6 th Jul y ,  1 8 6 8 . 
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(Abo u t  three years and nine months had passed awa y  vi z to the 1 5th of Apri l , 1 872) . 

1 1The  mos t ext raord i na ry c 1 o ud1 1 

(An d a U FO ? )  

,, 

"My tho ughts ha ve been con tinual l y bent on unravel l i ng and l ea rning the mat ter , an d 

the l i t t l e  moni es I co ul d spare went t owards experiment i ng and each experiment learn t  me 

something but , on the l as t  of three princi pal occasions , I was di sappointed and fel t un­

happy and lai d on my ba ck on my ' cou ch ' for a l ong time (some ho urs) thinking and when I 

ha d finished a l l  my thinking I s ai d  a l o ud t o  mysel f - ' Wel l , I don ' t  car� I bel i eve i t  

firml y and t ry I wi l l  i f  I sho ul d fail a thousand times , to the day o f  my death I wi l l  

bel i eve i n  i t ' .  

So saying I threw mysel f on my feet an d went out to the ki t chen (at 7p . m . )  an d s lowl y  

t ook my evening meal . The s un was o r  ha d j us t  set . My door was open an d my eyes were 

towa rd the sky whi ch was qui te cl ear ,  excepting three sma l l  clouds of Van Dyke brown colo ur , 

in the so uth -wes t a l i t t le separa te . 

The mi ddl e one being the l arges t , drew my a t tention an d was wi thout doubt , the most 

ext raordinary clo ud i n  i ts wonderful movements that I ever saw. I made a sket ch of i t  

whi ch I keep because i t  i s  e vi dence that we are ta ught betimes by the grea t and good spi ri t " . 

What fo l l owed has a l  1 t he t rap p i n g s  o f  an unu s ua l  U FO s i gh t i ng .  
9 , 1 8 7 3 , acco rd i ng t o  t he memo ran dum book t ext . 

l t  occu r red on Ma rch 

O u t  of t h e  m i dd l e  1 1 c l oud1 1 ap pea re d two s c rew- l i ke appendages , wh i ch p roj ected down­
wa rds . B e tween t h es e 1 1 s c rews 1 1  appea red a "second shape wi th l ike two fl a t  necks on a t u rt le 

shaped body " . How i t  came t he re p uzz l ed B i rm i ng ham . The 1 1 ne cks 1 1 ben t u p  as t he s c rews 
rotated abo u t  s e ven  t i mes o r  mo re . 

"As the s crews re versed the neck (s) came down graduall y to the hori zontal posi tion 

an d  a fter a few minutes ( 2  or 3 minu t es) the screw part rotated the secon d time an d reversed 

as before . After thi s doubl e opera t i on the ' t urt l e ' di sappea re d ,  I then knew not where to . 

After a few min u t es l aps e of time I was as toni shed (an d sai d alo ud) ' Well I declare !  

The t u rt le i s  forming a gain ' ,  an d s u re enough , i n  the same shape an d pl a ce i t  remained for 

a pause of a few min u tes , and to my surpri se the movements were exact l y  the same as the 

previ ous seri es , namel y ,  twi ce s crewed an d twi ce reversed all the same forms as before . 

A fter a coupl e of min u t es the t u rt l e began t o  fade away an d the l as t  shred of i t  I 

saw win ding a round an d going upwards to the mi ddl e  clo u d  and t o  my s urpri se the two bi g 

three-threaded s crews fol ded up l ike the arms of a bea r and lost thei r shape in the mi ddl e  

clo ud ! Just a fter this the whol e three clou ds whi ch ha d remained station ary in the sky for ,  

as t ru l y  as I can reckon , (wi tho u t  a cl ock o r  wat ch )  t wen t y  to twent y  fi ve minu tes o r  s o  -

moved qui ckl y south -ea s terl y ,  formed into one clo ud and in about three min utes mel ted out 

of s i gh.t . Thi s  going away o f  th e clo uds was so qui ckl y done that I ha d to rise qui ckl y an d 

s tep o u t  of doors t o  wat ch them ! "  

o Q o O R O  0 g o o g o 

" Th ree sma l l  clouds o f  " Th e  movements a s  I saw " Second shape with l ike "Third movement or shape , 

Van Dyke b rown co lour them were - First change two flat ' necks' on a 'turt le ' neck ' bent up as the 

in the south-wes t " . o f  shape thus - "  shaped body" . ' s c rews ' rotated about 

s even times or more " . 
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1 1Th e re may be a mean i n g i n  a l l t h i s 1 1  

" I  tho ught sil en t l y  o ver the thing that was shown one ,  and sai d  I t o  mysel f 'How 

cou l d  these things be done ! '  So I concl u de d  tha t the cl oud ma teri al was worked upon by 

posi t i ve an d nega t i ve el ectri ci t y  - for wind there was none seemingl y - after some 

l apse of time I sai d to mysel f ' There may be a meaning in all this ' - doubl ed over an d 

t wi ce ea ch time . I then though t  of Pharaoh ' s  ' dream ' of the fat and the l ean kine - but 

sa i d  I ( i nwardly) ' Pharaoh ' s  was a dream bu t thi s j us t  now seen by me was in dayl i ght ! '  

It s unk as i t  were deep into my soul and I con cl uded tha t the thing was shown one by 

God , but I coul d not on tha t  day unra vel i t  - but my fi xed bel i ef then (an d  e ver since) 

was tha t there was a meaning - a teaching for me in i t " . 

T h e re t he a ccoun t f i n i s h e s . 

The Background to the Manuscript 

Be fo re d i s cu s s i n g t he a cco un t  we n eed to s ee whe t h e r  we a re dea l i n g w i t h  a copy o f  a 
l eg i t i ma t e  h i s to r i ca l  docume nt  o r  a l i te ra ry hoax perpet rated mo re re cen t l y . 

As  fa r as i t  has  been  pos s i b l e to  det e rm i ne ,  t he co py o f  t he Memo ran dum Boo k  o f  F re d .  
Wm . B i rm i n g h am ,  f rom wh i ch t he above a ccou n t  i s  d rawn , was made by T . V .  Homan , du r i n g t he 
l a t e  1 9 50s l 6 . M r  Homan a cq u i re d t h e  man u s c r i pt ,  when i t  was g i ven t o  h i m ,  by a M rs N .  de 
L a u n t e . M r  Homan came to know t he de Laun t e  fam i l y  du r i ng t h e  f i ft i es , a p pa ren t l y  b eca u s e  
o f  h i s f r i n g e  i n te res t s  i n  mat t e rs occu l t  a n d  s p i r i t ua l .  

M r s  de Laun t e  o b t a i ned t h e o r i g i n a l  memo ran d um book f rom a M r  Wa l l ace Haywood , a 
t e a ch e r , who 1 i ve d  i n  t he Pa rk , P a r ra ma t t a , a s t ree t wh i ch ran a l on g  t h e  s ou t h -we s te rn 
pe r i me t e r o f  P a r rama t t a  Pa rk .  How M r  Haywood ob t a i ne d  t h e  memo ran dum book i s  unc l ea r , 
b u t  i t  i s  known t h at  i t  was  i n  h i s fam i l y  fo r q u i t e a l ong t i me ,  e i t h e r  ob t a i ned  d i re ct l y  
o r  i n d i r e ct l y .  l t  may be s i g n i f i can t t ha t  Haywood 1 s  home was s i t ua t e d  w i t h i n  a few h un d red  
y a rd s  o f  1 1 t he h i g hes t pa rt  o f  t h e  Pa r ramat t a  Pa rk1 1 - Pa r rama t t a  Pa rk H i l l  - ostens i b l y t h e  
l an d i n g  s i t e o f  t he a rk i n  B i rm i n g h am 1 s  v i s i on 1 7 . 

F R E D .  Wm . B I RM I N G HAM - TH E MAN 

Was  F red . Wm . B i rm i ng ham a re a l  pe rson ? 

W h a t  does t h e  man us c r i pt t e l l  us about F re d .  Wm . B i rm i n gh am? 

I n  1 8 72 , F red . Wm . B i rm i n gh am des c r i b es h i ms e l f a s  1 1The  En g i nee r t o  t he Co un c i l of  
Pa r ra ma t t a . C . E .  & L i e . S u rve yo r ,  Pa r rama t t a1 1 •  F rom a t  l ea s t  1 86 8  to 1 87 3 , he  was l i v i ng 
a l on e  i n  a ren t e d  co t t a ge i n  D u ck 1 s  Lane , Pa r ra mat t a .  B e fo re 1 86 8 , he  h a d  been 1 1 tw i ce 
e l e ct e d  a l de rman o f  P a r r amat t a 1 1 an d by 1 869 was wo rk i n g  fo r t he Pa r ramat t a  Coun c i l on  
1 1 t he w a t e r  wo rks s ch eme for  s u p p l y i n g Pa r ra mat t a  w i t h w at e r 1 1 •  

Wh a t  i s  h i s t o r i ca l l y  con f i rmab l e  o f  a l  1 t h i s ? 

S u r p r i s i n g l y  a l l o f  i t  t u rn s  o u t  to  be co n f i rme d a f t e r  de t a i l ed h i s to r i ca l  re s e a rch ! 
N o t  o n l y  wa s i t  p roven  t h at  B i rm i n g h am ,  an eng i nee r an d s u rveyo r ,  d i d  l i ve i n  Du ck 1S  Lane , 
P a r ramat t a , between 1 86 8  a n d  1 8 7 3 , a s  a l l eged  i n  t h e Memo ran dum Book , b u t  a de t a i l ed 
c h rono l ogy of  t h e  man eme rged , w i ch was  con s i s t e n t  w i t h t he i n d i v i d ua l  des c r i be d  i n  t h e  
Memo r an dum Book . 1 8  

La n e 1 1 ,  
1 9 8 0 ! 
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was even ab l e  to  det e rm i ne ,  m u ch t o  my s u rp r i s e ,  t h a t  t he 1 1 re n t e d  cot t age i n  Du ck 1 s  
i n  wh i ch B i rm i n gh am ex pe r i en ce d  h i s  1 1won de r f u l d re am1 1 o f  1 86 8 , s t i 1 1  ex i s t e d  i n  
I wa s amazed  t o  be  ab l e  t o  s t an d  on t h e  ve ran d ah o f  t h e 1 1 re n t e d  co t t age 1 1 ,  u n de r i t s 
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1 1 con vex co r rugate d i ron roo f ' ' a n d  con t e mp l ate  t he rea l i ty o f  t he 1 1 v i s i on 1 1 on t h e n i gh t  1 1o f  
t he 2 5 t h  - 2 6 t h  J u l y  A n n o  Dom i no ,  1 86 8 1 1 •  

TH E MANU S C R I PT - I T S H I STO R I CAL  VA L I D I TY ? 

S u r p r i s i n g l y I foun d n o t h i n g i n  t h e  Memo ran dum Book o f  F red . Wm . B i rm i n gham . . .  A . D .  
1 87 3 1 1 ,  wh i ch was i n con s i s t e n t  w i t h i n fo rmat i on known a t  t h a t  t i me i n  t h e  1 9 t h  ce n t u ny . 

No a ppa ren t  an ach ron i s m ex i s t s  i n  t he man us c r i pt ' s  t ext . The a l l u s i on  t o  B i rm i ngham ' s 
s u r p r i s e a s  t o  why t h e  a rk ' s  fu rn i s h i n gs  we re 1 1ext reme l y t h i ck1 1 an d 1 1Ve ry s t ron g1 1 ,  and  t h e  
refe ren ces t o  rubbe r ,  s tee l , ce n t r i fuga l p umps  an d 1 1 po s i t l �e and n egat i ve e l e ct r i c i ty 1 1 a re 
re a l i s t i c  fo r t he per i o d of  t he man us c r i pt - 1 86 8  to  1 8 73  . 

The Memo r an dum Boo k  i s  t he re fo re con s i s t en t w i t h t h e  p e r i o d i n  wh i ch i t  i s  based . 
Re se a r ch h a s  t aken t h e  es t ab l i s hed e x i s te n ce o f  t h e  do cume nt , b ack a t  l e as t to  t h e  e a r l y 
1 94 0s , when i t  was i n  t h e  po s s e s s i on o f  t h e P a r ramat t a  s choo l t e a ch er .  T h e  ca se fo r t h e  
man u s c r i pt be i n g wh a t  i t  pu rpo r t s  t o  be  - a Memo ran dum Book w r i t te n  b y  a Pa r ramat t a  res i ­
de n t  i n  1 8 73 - i s ,  I be l i eve , we l 1 es t ab l i s h ed .  The ch an ce o f  i t  be i n g a l i t e ra ry hoax 
pe rpe t r at e d  a roun d t h e  ea r l y 1 94 0 s  o r  e a r l i e r ,  ce rt a i n l y seems qu i t e  remote . 

Discussion 

Many a s pect s o f  t h e  B i rm i n g h am v i s i o n  a re common to t h e  r i ch h a rves t of 1 1 con t actee1 1 
s to r i es o f  t he 1 950s , o t h e r  1 1 con t a ct 1 1  t a l es a n d  even 1 1a b d uct i on s 1 1 •  

Some o f  t he s e  e l emen t s  i n c l ude 1 1 t h e  i n v i t at i on 1 1 ,  1 1 l ev i t a t i on 1 1 ,  tou rs o f  t h e  1 1ma ch i ne 1 1 ,  
1 1  a 1 i en t u t  e 1 age 1 1  , E S P , p re co gn i t i on o r o t h e  r fa c u 1 t i es , d i so  r i en t at  i on an d b i z a r re 1 1  f o 1 1 ow 
up ' ' expe r i en ces . 

Th e i n v i t a t i on t o  go o n bo a rd i s  ve ry  common , pa rt i cu l a r l y  i n  t h e  con t a ctee t a l es .  
Th i s  f reedom o f  cho i ce s eems t o  be wan i n g i n  t h e  fa ce o f  t h e  wave o f  re ce n t  ab duct i o n 
a c coun t s . Lev i t a t i on o f  t h e  w i t n e s s e s  i s  o f  cou rse re po r t e d  w i de l y i n  mo de rn accoun t s . 
I n  many re po r t s  t od ay , pe rc i p i en t s  a re a l so s hown how t h e  UFO o pe ra te s . Howe ve r ,  mos t  
s u ch e ve n t s , a s  i n  t h e  B i rm i n gham accoun t ,  a re cu r i o us l y  un compe l l i n g ,  i n  t h at  t he 
1 1en t i ty 1 s 1 1  a c t i on s  s eem so cu r s o ry .  A f req uen t  e l emen t i n  mo de rn accoun t s  i s  a l so t h e  
s pa r t a n  n at u re o f  t h e  i n s i de o f  a U FO .  So o ft e n  t he des c r i p t i on pa ra l l e l s B i  rm i ngham • s  
de s c r i p t i on o f  t he 1 1 p i l ot hou s e 1 1 roo m on  t h e  a rk .  Of  co u rs e  t h e re a re many exce pt i on s . 

1 1T u t e l age 1 1 o r  t h e  i mp a r t i n g o f  1 1 s i gn i f i ca n t 1 1  i n fo rmat i on t o  t h e  con t actee i s ,  o f  
co u rs e , a f re q ue n t  e l eme n t  i n  s u ch a c co un t s . Qu i t e o f t e n  i f  s uch a ccou n t s  h a ve a s emb l a n ce 
o f  rea l i t y about  t hem , i t  i s  t h e  pe rc i p i en t  who a p p l i es t h e  i mpo rt an ce to  t h e  i n fo rma t i on 
an d n o t  t h e  e n t i t i es .  Howeve r ,  i n  t h e ca s e  o f  B i rm i n g ham , t h e  1 1 v i s i on a ry 1 1 i n fo rma t i o n i s  
deemed i mpo r t an t by t b e  s p i r i t .  J u s t  how i mpo rt an t t he cent r i fuga l p ump eq ua t i on wa s t o  
B i rm i n g ham  when h e  came a c ros s i t  i n  rea l i ty du r i ng h i s i n fo rma t i on res e a r ch wh i l e wo rk i ng 
on t h e  1 1wate r wo rks 1 1  p roj e ct , i s  not  at  a l l c l e a r , s i n ce t h e  n a t u re o f  h i s  wo rk was not 
c l ea r .  Howe ve r ,  s u ch pumps we re a re l a t i ve l y new i nn ov at i on at  t he t i me ,  and  to one ,  who 
p ro fes s e d  to be 1 1 r us t y 1 1 i n  t h e  doma i n  of en g i nee r i ng ,  t h e  i n fo rma t i on ma y have s eeme d s t r i k­
i n g .  

The man us c r i pt s eems t o  i m p l y a meas u re o f  p re co gn i t i on o r  p rophecy w i t h  re s pect to  
the  v i ew i n g o f  the  ce n t r i fug a l  p ump eq uat i on i n  the  a rk du r i n g J u l y ,  1 86 8 ,  t h en com i n g 
a c ro s s  t h e  s ame eq ua t i on , an d os t e n s i b l y t h e  same page o f  ma te r i a l  i n  ea r l y 1 869 . B i rm i n g­
ham  p ro fe s s e s  i t  wa s t h e f i rs t t i me he  h ad s een the  equ at i o n an d the  Mo l e swo rth  Eng i n ee r i ng 
Tab l es fo r 1 86 8 .  The  page n umbe r was  s pec i f i e d a s  p age 1 3 7 .  The s e r i es  o f  even t s  do s e em 
s t range . Howe ve r ,  J an e t  an d Co l i n  Bo rd mana ged to  p l a ce some 1 i gh t  on t h e  mat te r .  I n  
t h e i r e ffo r t s  t o  t rack down t h e  Mo l e swo r t h  Tab l es fo r me , t h ey cou l d not  f i n d the  1 86 8  
e d i t i on .  They d i d  man age t o  g e t  t h e  1 863  e d i t i on .  On pa g e  1 3 7 o f  tha t e d i t i bn we f i nd t h e  
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" The h i ghes t pa r t  of the 
Pa rrama t ta  Park " 

- Pa rrama t t a Pa rk Hi l l . 

e q u a t i o n i n  q ue s t i o n !  S o  t h e po s s i b i l i t y o f  
p re co g n i t i o n w a n e s  s o mewh a t , de s p i t e  B i rm i n g h a m  
i n d i c a t i n g h e  h a s n o t  s ee n  t h e Mo l e swo r t h  T a b l e s 
b e fo re . At b e s t , t h i s  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  Memo ran d u m  
B oo k my s t e ry c a n  o n l y  b e  v i ewe d a s  a m i n o r  
my s t e r y . 

B i rm i n g h a m  d e s c r i b e s  h i s  1 1o b s e s s i o n 1 1  w i t h  
t h e m a ch i n e t o  go t h ro u g h  t h e a i r a n d h ow h e  
came t o  be l i e ve i t  w a s  a t h i n g t o  b e  a c co m p l i s h e d .  
S i m i l a r o b s e s s i o n s  o r  ' ' i n ve n t i o n s 1 1 ,  1 1 de v i c e s 1 1 a n d  
e x t r ao r d i n a r y m a c h i n e s  pe r v a de mo de rn co n t a c t  
l i t e r a t u re .  Rem e mb e r Geo r g e  V a n  T a s s e l ' s  1 1 l n t e ·­
g r a t i o n 1 1  a n d H owa r d  Me n g e r 1 s  1 1 f re e  e n e r g y mo t o r 1 1 .  

We i r d l i f o l l ow - u p 1 1 e x p e r i e n ce s  a re t o u t e d  a s  
s t a n d a r d  f a re fo r U F O con t a ct ex p e r i e n ce s , howeve G 

i t  o f t e n  s e e m s  t h a t  c o n t a c t  pe r c i p i e n t s  con n e c t a n  a r r ay o f  q u e s t i o n a b l y  u n u s u a l  eve n t s  t o ­
g e t h e r  i n t o  a c on s i s t e n t  p r og r e s s i o n  o f  con t a c t . A l l o n e ca n p e r h a p s  s a y  i s  t h a t B i rm i n g ­
h am ' s re po r t e d  e x pe r i e n ce s  a re o n  a p a r  w i t h  mo de r n  co n t a c t  fo l l ow u p s , i . e .  1 1 po l t e r g e i s t 1 1  
p h e n ome n a , 1 1 vo i c e s 1 1 ,  s u b s e q ue n t 1 1 U F O s i g h t i n g 1 1 ,  e t c .  To m a n y  i t  wo u l d  s e em t h a t  s o me 
s t ra n g e p l a n i s  a t  wo r k  a n d o n e  wa s c a u g h t u p  i n  i t .  O t h e r s s e e t h e i r  p l a ce o r  p a r t i c i ­
p a t i o n a s  a n  i n d i c t a t i o n o f  t h e i r own 1 1 s pe c i a l 1 1  s t a t u s . 

B y  a l l a c co u n t s I be 1 i e ve i t  i s  f a i r  t o  s ay t h a t t h e  B i rm i n g h a m v i s i o n o f  1 86 8  a n d 
s u b s e q ue n t  e ve n t s ,  e m b o d i e d ma n y  o f  t h e  fe a t u r e s  t h a t  a p p e a r t i me a n d t i me a g a i n  i n  mo de rn 
c o n t a c t , con t a c t e e  a n d a b d u c t i o n a c co u n t s 2 0 .  

Pe r h a p s  B i rm i n g h a m ' s  a c c o u n t  n o t  o n l y  m i r ro r s mo de r n  a c co u n t s . W h e r e e l s e  do we e n ­
co u n t e r  t a l e s o f  i n v i t a t i o n s  b y  s t r a n g e  e n t i t i e s , t o  g o  i n t o  u n u s ua l r e a l m s ?  T h e  fo l l ow i n g 
f o u r  c a t e go r i e s fe a t u r e s u c h  e l eme n t s . T h e  l i t e r a t u r e o n  e a c h  i s  s t r i k i n g ,  w i t h re s pe c t  
t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  a t  h a n d .  I w i l l  n o t  de t a i l  t h em h e re ,  b u t  s u g g e s t t o  t h e  re a d e r t h a t e x ­
p l o r a t i o n s  i n t o  t h e s e  a re a s  m ay b e  rew a r d i n g f rom a n umb e r  o f  po i n t s  o f  v i ew - S h a m a n i s m ,  
t h e  1 1 a e r i a l  peo p l e 1 1 o f t h e M i d d l e A g e s , f a i ry l o re a n d t h e  v i s i o n a ry s ph e re i n v i t e  co n ­
s i d e r a t i o n 2 1  ' 2 2 , 2 3 , 2 4

. 

T h e  b i z a r re n a t u re o f  t h e  B i rm i n g h a m v 1 s 1 o n ( t h e  d re am- 1 i k e q u a l i t y o f  t h e  a c cou n t , 
f l o a t i n g h e a d s , s p i r i t s ,  f l y i n g ,  i n s t a n t a n eo u s  re l o c a t i o n ,  po l t e r g e i s t s , vo i ce s a n d n o t ­
t h e - l e a s t  - v i s i on s  - a l l e l e me n t s  o f  d re am s , p s y ch o t i c  e p i s o de s , h a l l u c i n a t i o n s  o r  o t h e r 
r e a l i t i e s ,  d e pe n d i n g w he r e  y o u r p re f e re n c e s  l i e ) ,  d oe s n o t , i n  my m i n d ,  l e s s e n i t s re l e ­
v a n c y t o  mo d e r n  U F O  a c co u n t s  o f  c o n t a c t s , con t a c t e e s , a b d u ct i o n s  a n d  t h e l i k e .  

T h e  i m po s s i b l e a n d t h e  t o t a l l y a b s u r d a re n o  l o n g e r  s t ra n g e be d fe l l ow s  i n  t o d ay ' s  
U F O a cc o u n t s .  Fo r e x a mp l e ,  i n  t h e p r o vo c a t i v e An d r e a s s o n  A f f a i r ,  we a re con f ro n t e d  w i t h a 
v i s i o n o f  t h e  l e g e n d a ry P h oe n i x 2 5 .  Re mo va l o f  b o d i l y  o r g a n s  a n d re p l a cemen t w i t h s pe c i a l  
1 1m a t e r i a l s 1 1 ,  p ro m i n e n t  f e a t u re s o f  t h e  e s o t e r i c  s h am an i s t i c  t r a d i t i o n o f  r i t u a l i s t i c  i n ­
i t i a t i o n  - 1 1 t h e e x pe r i e n ce o f  de a t h  a n d d y i n g a g a i n 1 1 - a p p e a r i n  m a n y  mo de r n  a c co u n t s  o f  
U F O ab d u c t i o n .  T h e  1 1 ce l e s t i a l a s c e n t s 1 1  o f  1 1 a bo r i g i n a l  me n o f  h i g h de g re e1 1  t o  me e t  w i t h 
t h e  1 1 s ky b e i n g s 1 1 ,  B a i a me , G i o n ,  B i r a l  a n d o t h e r s , w e r e  o f t e n  re p l a c e d  b y  1 1 d e s ce n t s 1 1  i n t o  
1 1 o t h e r  r e a l m s 1 1 - t h e  u n de rwo r l d  o r  u n d e r t h e s e a . Wh a t  do w e  f i n d i n  t h e  b i z a r re F i  1 i b e r t o  
C a r d e n a s  a b d u c t i o n s : 

1 1 C a r d e n as s po k e  o f  b e i n g  t a k e n  by t h ree h um a n - 1  i k e e n t 1 t 1 e s d re s s e d i n  t i g h t , wh i t e 
s u i t s t o  a b ea ch wh e re t h e a l i e n s  a p p a re n t l y  wo r k e d  a comb i n a t i o n l o c k  on a rock . Tge r o c k  
o pe n e d , r e ve a l i n g  a t u n n e l , a n d t h ey r u s h e d  dow n i n t o  t h e s e a a t  a 1 1 g re a t  v e l o c i t y 1 1 2 . 

S o  a s  t h e b i z a r re f a b r i c o f  U F O e x pe r i en ce s  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e  wo ve n o n t o  t h e wo r l d s ce n e 
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an d i nco rpo rat e d  i n to  o u r  cu l t ure a t  wh at  seems to  be bot h  a s ub t l e  b ut p ro found l eve l , 
I cons i de r  i t  un l i ke l y  t h at s uch a ccou n t s  w i l l  cea s e . The b i za r re and t h e  i mpos s i b l e w i l l  
cont i n ue to eme rge . B u t  a t  wha t  l eve l  o f  human ex i s t e n ce a re t h es e  so rt s o f  expe r i ences  
occu r r i ng2 7  

I s  t h e  v i s i on o f  F re d . Wm . B i rm i ngham  obj e c t i ve o r  s ubj e ct i ve i n  n at u re ? Does the  
Memo ran dum Boo k  re co rd a rea l phys i ca l  event  or  i s  i t  p r i nc i pa l l y  p s y cho l og i ca l  i n  o r i g i n ? 
Pe rh a ps t h e  event  h a d  s ome phy s i ca l  bas i s ,  b u t  was emb ro i de red  by fan t as y  an d i mag i n at i on .  

P roba b l y  mos t  con t actee , con t a ct and  ab duct i on even t s  o f  t h e  mode rn e ra beg t h e  s ame 
q ues t i on s ?  

A re t he re a n y  a ven ues to  exp l o re wh i ch m i g h t  shed  l i gh t  o n  t h es e  q ues t i on s ? 

Pe rhaps  t h e  s i t ua t i on i s  i ns o l ub l e ,  but  contemp l a t i on o f  s uch q ues t i on s , I b e l i eve , 
i s  h ea l t hy ,  an d may l ea d  to  a g reate r unde r s t an d i ng o f  ou rs e l ves an d p e rh ap s , j u s t  p e r­
h a p s , t h e  g reat e r  wo r l d at  l a rge . 

l t  may be easy  to d i sm i s s  t h e  B i rm i n g ham accoun t ,  s i n ce i t  i s  o f  an  h i s to r i ca l  eve nt  
an d ,  t he re fo re , a l l udes  rea l c r i t i ca l  i n s pect i on .  A fte r a l l t he  account  i s  obv i ous l y  a 
d ream , de l u s i on , v i s i on o r  h a l l uc i n at i on ,  t h e  a rg ument wou l d go? 

Howeve r ,  I do not b e l i eve we can e s cape the rema rkab l e  deg ree of co r res pon den ce w i th 
con t empo ra ry U FO e ven t s . Wha t  one a p p l i es to t h e  B i rm i n gh am v i s i on cou l d  p e rh a p s  be  equa l ­
l y  app l i ed to U FO even t s . 

Wh a t  fo l l ows a re some po i n t s  fo r d i s cus s i on .  The i r i n c l us i on does not neces s a r i l y  
i mp l y my be l i e f i n  the  p l aus i b i l i ty o f  t h e i r i mp l i ca t i on s , howeve r ,  I be l i eve ea ch a re 
wo r t hwh i l e  po i n t s  to  make i f  we a re to e n co u rage h ea l t hy s p ec u l at i on an d debate  on t h e  
i s s ue s  r a i s e d . 

Wh at  i f  we s pecu l a te t h a t  t he B i rm i n gham ma n us c r i pt  de s c r i be s  a v i v i d  h a l l uc i nat i on 
pe rh a p s  emb ro i de red w i t h rema rkab l e  i mage ry an d unu s ua l even t s , po s s i b l y o f  both an  obj e c t ­
i ve a n d  s ubj e ct i ve na t u re ? Wh at  i s  t h e  l a t e s t  t h i n k i n g on  ha l l uc i nat i on s ?  

Some recent  wo rk un de rr aken b y  D r  Ron a l d  K .  S i ege l h a s  l ead  t o  many r i ch i n s i gh t s  i n ­
to t he wo r l d  o f  ha l l uc i n a t i ons . The  d i s cove r i es a re not w i t ho u t  t h e i r re l evan ce to ou r 
t h eme2 8 . 

Res ea rch i s  s how i ng t hat  a g row i ng n umbe r o f  e vent s  can l ea d  to ha l l uc i nato ry ty pes 
o f  expe r i en ces . L a t e r we w i l l  s ee how much t h es e  e ven t s  i n t rude on ou r 1 1 UFO  doma i n 1 1 •  The 
even t s  i n e  1 ude fa  1 1  i n g  as l e e p  an d w ak i ng up2 9 , i ns u l i n  hy pog l y cem i a ,  t he de 1 i r i um of feve r ,  
e p i l ep s y , p s y chot i c  e p i s odes , a dvan ce d  s y ph i l i s ,  senso ry dep r i v at i on ,  photo  s t i mu l at i on ,  
e l e ct r i ca l  s t i mu l a t i on ,  c ry s t a l  gaz i n g ,  m i g ra i ne heada ch es , d i zz i ne s s , va r i ety  o f  d rug i n ­
t ox i ca t i on s , re l i g i ou s  exa l t a t i on s , an d ext reme hunge r , co l d  o r  t h i r s t 3° . Re co l l e ct t h a t  
B i rm i ng ham rema rked  1 1 1 86 8  (was ) a mo s t  m i se rab l e  y ea r  to  m e  i n  many way s I wen t a b o u t  down­
hea rted  an d w i th the rema i n s o f  a l ow feve r . • .  ' '  I s  i t  re l eva n t  that t h e  most exot i c  e p i ­
sode i n  B i rm i n g h am ' s  a ccoun t  occu r red  i n  1 868?  

S i e ge l  d e f i ned  s t ages o f  ha l l uc i n a t o ry expe r i ence s . He emphas i sed t h e  seco n d  s t age 
s i t uat i on s  l ed to com p l ex i mages - 1 1a n  act i vat i on o f  i mages  a l ready reco rded on the  
memo ry ' ' .  

Re l i g i ous symbo l s ,  sma l l an i ma l s an d h uman b e i ngs  seem to p re dom i na t e  a t  th i s  l eve l . 
I s  i t  not  i n te res t i ng t hat  t he An d re a s son A f fa i r i s  so h eav i l y  s teeped i n  re l i g i ou s  sym­
bo l i s m ( not  un doub t e d l y  a l i t t l e  i n f l uen ced by h e r  b e l i e fs ) . T h e  Phoen i x  e p i sode cannot 
be a vo i ded . J u n g  on ce des c r i be d  t he d ream of a s i x  yea r-c l �  g i t l i n  t h e  fo l l ow i ng way : 
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Sketch ( a fter Birmingham) 

I 

1 1 S he d reamt s he s too d a t  t he e n t ran ce of a l a rge , un­
known b u i l d i ng .  A fa i ry l ed her  down a l on g  co l on na de an d 
con d uct e d  he r to a s o rt of  cen t ra l chambe r .  S i m i l a r co l ­
on n a de s  con ve rge d f rom a l l s i des . The fa i ry s te pped i n to 
t h e  cen t re and ch anged i n to a t a l l  f l ame . Th ree s nakes 
c r aw l e d ro u n d  the f i re ,  as  i f  c i rcumamb u l a t i ng i t 3 1 1 1 •  

Th e co r res pon de n ces w i t h t h e  An d reas son Affa i r an d o t h e r  
con t act  an d ab duct i on cas es i s  s t a r t l i n g .  

The an t h ropomo rph i c v i s i on dom i nates  not on l y  dee p h a l ­
l uc i n a t i on s , but  f i g u re l a rge l y  i n  U FO en t i ty re po rt s . 
C reat u res  s i m i l a r to us a l way s ap pea r .  1 1Mon s te rs 1 1  a re few 
a n d  fa r be tween . I f  t h ey do a p pea r ,  t h ey a re not fa r removed 
f rom s c i e n ce f i c t i on o r  popu l a r  c u l t u re (e . g . t he ent i ty i n  
t he fas c i n at i n g Fo rt unate Z an f re t t a  a f fa i r l ooks  rema rkab l y  
1 i ke 1 1 t h e  C reat ure f rom t h e  B l ack Lagoo n • • ) . Whe t h e r  t h ey 
a re dwa rves o r  an ge l i c  1 1 Ven u s i an s 1 1 ,  t he s i m i l a r i ty w i th  man 
rema i n s .  

As t he de pt h o f  the  h a l l u c i n a t o ry even t s  p rog re s s , t he  
n umbe r an d comp l ex i ty o f  i ma ge ry i n c reases . T unne l - 1  i ke 
p e rs pe ct i ve s  an d i ma ge ry ch a racte r i s ed by a b r i ght  1 i g h t  i n  
t he c�n t re o f  t h e  f i e l d o f  v i s i on p re dom i na t e . The co r res ­
pon de n ces w i t h many expe r i en ces  wh i ch a re cu r rent l y  ho l d i ng 
sway w i th  t h e  gene r a l  commun i ty a re ext rao rd i n a ry ( e . g .  out 
o f  t he body expe r i en ces , n ea r -dea t h  expe r i e n ce s  an d UFO 
ab du ct i ons ! ) . 

S i ege l not e d  t h a t  common i ma ges  a l so i n c l u ded  ch i l dhood memo r i es a n d  s cene s  as soc i ated  
w i t h s t ron g  emot i on a l  expe r i en ce s  t ha t  t h e  pe rc i p i en t s  h ad u n de rgon e .  1 1Thes e h a l l u c i n a to ry 
i ma g e s  we re mo re t h an � i c to r i a l re p l i ca s ; many o f  t h em we re e l a bo ra t e d  and  embe l l i s hed  
i n to  f an t a s t  i c s ce ne  s 3 1 1 • 

None mo re fan t a s t i c  t h an an exam i n�t i on t a b l e  i n s i de a UFO ! 

C h i l dhood  memo r i es can rema i n  l a ten t an d obj ect i fy t h ems e l ves some t i mes  i n to a s t a rt ­
l i n g pe r ce p t i on o f  rea l i t y .  

Pe rh aps  i t  i s  not  s u rp r i s i ng t h at i n  t h e Dav i d  Seewa l t  abduct i on a t  Ca l ga ry ,  Canada , 
o f  Novembe r 1 7 , 1 96 7 , t he boy l i kene d the  a l i en 1 1o pe rat i ng room1 1 to  t h e  hos p i t a l  expe r i ­
e n ce h e  h ad o f  an a p pen d i c i t i s  o pe r at i on when he was i n  G ra de I V .  1 1 0ne o f  t he o rde r l i es 
who  h ad whee l ed  Da v i d i n to t h e  o pe r at i n g t heat re on t h at occa s i on was o l d ,  and  unde r D r  M ' s  
q ue s t i on i ng ,  Dav i d  con ceded t h at he h ad w r i nk l ed s k i n  on t he b a ck o f  h i s  h an d  . . . 1 1  The 
e n t i t i e s who exam i ned  h i m h a d  1 1 ro ugh b rown s k i n  l i ke c rocod i l es 1 1 • D i d t h e  who l e  a f fa i r 
eme rge f rom 1 1 a men t a l m i asma a r i s i ng f rom too may TV s auce r  s hows an d s c i en ce f i ct i on 
boo k s  i n  comb i na t i on w i t h  t h e  s ub cons c i ous  memo ry o f  h i s  appen de ctomy . . .  3 3 ? 1 1 

T h e  i dea  o f  some so rt o f  ha l l uc i n ato ry me ch an i s m i s  o f fe re d , at  l ea s t  pa rt i a l l y ,  i n  
t he new b oo k , 1 1The  T uj unga  C anyon Con t a ct s 1 1 • The book de s c r i bes  i de n t i ca l l 1 1 d reams 1 1 
s h a red by  peop l e  who h a d  yet  t o  meet  an d an expan d i n g  c i rc l e  o f  UFO 1 1 con tag i on 1 1 eman a t i ng 
f rom t h e  p r i m a ry a b ducte e , S a ra S h aw .  The UFO pe r c i p i en t s  whos e expe r i en ces  t h e  book 
re l a t e s  we re homosexua l .  S a r a  S h aw ,  i n  pa rt i c u l a r ,  was con ce rne d  abo u t  her  sexu a l  i de n t i ty 
a t  t h e  t i me  s h e  was  abd u c t e d  a n d  exam i ne d  med i c a l l y .  No doub t  a 1 1 s t rong emot i ona l e xpe r i ­
e n ce 1 1 , wh i ch co- au t ho r ,  Rogo , u s e s  to i n t e rp ret  t h e  abduct i on as  1 1 a rape fan t a sy d rawn 
f ro m  h e r  m i n d an d obj ect i f i ed i n to phy s i ca l  rea l i t y i n  t he  fo rm o f  a genu i ne UFO  s i gh t i ng 
a n d  ab du c t i on 1 1 • 
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Rogo s ugges t s : " U FO a b du ct i on s  occu r when t he w i t n e s s  i s  i n  a s t at e  o f  p s y cho l og i ca l  
need , a n d when t h e  u n con s c i ou s  m i n d needs t o  i mpa rt an i mpo rt an t mes s age t o  t h e  con s c i ous  
m i n d .  On ce con t a cted  by a h uman m i n d i n  s uch a s t ate , the s u pe rm i nd  c reat e s  an abduct i on 
expe r i en ce fo r t he w i t n e s s  by d raw i ng u pon i n fo rma t i on an d p reoccu pa t i on s  b u r i ed deep w i t h ­
i n  h i s  m i nd .  l t  s t ru ct u res  t h i s  i n fo rma t i on as  pa rt o f  t h e  ab duct i on s cena r i o  an d p resent s  
i t  t o  t h e  w i t n e s s  i n  obj e ct i f i ed fo rm . The s upe rm i n d does a l l t h i s  b y  re l y i n g u pon  a p ro­
tot y p i ca l  expe r i en ce ,  wh i ch i t  t hen  i nd i v i d ua l l y  mou l ds to b es t  commun i cate a v i t a l  mess age  
i n  s ymbo l i c  fo rm to t he w i t n e s s 34 1 1 • 

The re l evan ce o f  Rogo ' s  t heo r i s i n g to  t h e  i s s ues  ra i sed i s  I hope a ppa ren t , a l t hough 
i t  i s  on  dang e rous  g round  s h a red  by t he ext reme fo rms of "t u l pa"  o r  "p roj ect i on "  t h eo r i es .  
The obj ect i ve s t a t us o f  ab duct i on s  i s ,  a t  l eas t on the  bas i s  o f  t he ev i den ce so f a r to  
h an d ,  s t i l l  i n  q ue s t i on .  

S i eg e l  not e s  t ha t  g i ven a s u f f i c i en t a l l y dee p  ha l l u c i n a to ry expe r i en ce ,  t he  eve n t  can 
be come q u i te "obj ect i ve l y  rea ] • •  to t h e  obse r ve r  I n  othe r wo rd s , t h e  per c i p i ent  can no 
l onge r d i s t i n g u i s h rea l i ty f rom ha l l uc i n at i ons 35 . 

S i ege l f u rt he r notes : "The rema rkab l e  con s t a n c i es  o f  d rug i n du ced  h a l l uc i n at i on s  
l ead  n a t u r a l l y  t o  a n  i nq u i ry i n to  how un i ve rs a l  t hey may be . Some o f  t hem a re s t r i k i ng l y 
s i m i l a r  to t h e  p r i mo rd i a l  o r  a rch ety pa l fo rms ( s uch as t h e  man da l a ,  t h e  mys t i c  symbo l o f  
t h e  un i ve rs e  emp l oyed i n  H i n d u i s m a n d  B uddh i sm a s  a n  a i d t o  med i t a t i on )  t h a t  t h e  psy cho­
a n a l ys t  C . G .  J un g  des c r i b e d  as  pa rt of  man ' s  co l l ec t i ve uncon s c i o us . Mo reove r ,  as  many 
an t h ropo l og i s t s  h ave not e d , t h e  ha l l uc i nogen- i n s p i re d a rt of many p r i m i t i ve peo p l es  
o ften  con t a i n s con s t an t s  of  fo rm ,  co l ou r  and  moveme nt 36 1 1 • 

S i ege ] ' s  c ros s - cu l t u ra l  s t ud i es o f  d r ug v i s i ons  h ave shown t h a t  t h e  con s t an t s  o f  
ha l l uc i n a t o ry expe r i en ces  t ran s cend c u l t u ra l boun da r i es .  S i ege l e l abo rate s : 

"The re i s  a u n i ve r s a l  common denom i na to r  o f  be hav i o u r .  l t ' s someth i ng s i m i l a r t o  wha t  
J ung  ca l l ed t h e  co l l ect i ve unco n s c i ous , t y p i f i e d b y  s ymbo l s  1 i ke t h e  man da l a .  Whe t h e r  you 
u s e  t h a t  k i n d of l ab e l ] i n g o r  choose to ca l l  i t  someth i ng e l s e  ( t he "s uperm i n d" of Rogo 
an d o t he rs  - B .  C . ) , t h e  fa ct  rema i ns t hat . g i ven  an i n f i n i te va r i ety of s t i mu l at i on s , t he 
b ra i n  seems t o  res pon d i n  f i n i te ways . . . ( Th e )  b ra i n re s pon �s )  i n  pat te rn s  t h at a re de f i n ­
ab l e ,  Q red i c t ab l e ,  an d exp l a i nab l e  i n  te rms o f  whe re t hey came f rom an d how t hey we re p ro­
du ced3 / • • .  

The  un i ve rs a l i ty o f  ha l l u c i n a t i on s , t he wo r l d  o f  exot i c  i mage ry an d t h e  1 i ke , i s  s t a rt ­
l i n g . I h a ve a l rea dy re fe r red t o  t h e  co r re s po n de n ce s  be tw�en UFO a ccoun t s  an d s h aman i sm ,  
a n d  o t h e r s  ha ve noted  s i m i l a r i t i e s w i th o t h e r  expe r i e n ces 3 � . 

D r  S i ege ] h i ms e l f not e s : "We ' ve fou n d  an un canny  pa ra ] l e l  between t h e  expe r i en ces o f  
U F O  a bductees an d t h e  phenomen a o f  d rug  i nd u ced v i s i on s . 

Th at ' s  not to  det ra ct f rom t he roman t i c i s m  o r  nove l ty o f  t h ese  v i s i on s  o r  t h e i r u t i l i ­
ty  i n  i n s p i r i ng c reat i ve en deavou rs  o r  g i v i ng s u p po rt to  t ra n s ce n den t a l  expe r i en ces . B u t  
i t  i s  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h ey a re ve ry s i m i l a r fo r a l l peo p l e  . . .  39 • •  

The  s pec i f i c con t e n t  may d i f fe r ,  b u t  t he b a s i c  compone n t s  o f  t h ese V I S i on s  w i l l  b e  
t h e  s ame fo r "Abo r i g i na l  men of  h i g h de g ree" , a Pa r rama t t a  s u rveyo r i n  1 868  o r  2 0 t h  
cen t u ry U F O  ab d u ctees . 

Con t actee , con t a ct an d a b d u c t i on expe r i en ces may be  on l y  h uman res po n s e s  to t h e  mo re 
obj ec t i ve a s pe ct s  o f  t he U FO phenomenon . I h a ve 1 i t t l e dou b t  t h at t h e re a re obj ect i ve 
ph enomena  i n vo l ved i n  t h e  U FO mys te ry b ut as  re s ea rch e rs , we mus t be  ve ry cau t i o us i n  
dec i d i ng j us t  wh e re t h a t  s te pp i ng o f f  po i n t occ u rs b e tween  rea l  obj ect i ve phy s i ca l  e ven t s  
an d t h e  rea l ms o f  i mag i n a t i on ,  fan t a sy an d e l s ewh ere . 
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" Co t t age in Duck ' s Lane " 

as i t  i s  today . 

Pe rhaps  s u ch even t s  a re man i fes t a t i on s  o f  
an  ext rao rd i na ry t e ch no l ogy , wh i ch i s  1 i ke mag i c 
t o  us  ( to pa raph rase  somet h i ng A rt h u r  C .  C l a rke 
o n ce s a i d ) a n d  we a re m i s s i ng t h e  mea n i ng o r  t h e  
po i n t o f  i t  a l l ?  

Howeve r ,  fo r t h e  momen t ,  u n t i l a ccept ab l e  
a n d  t e s t ab l e  phys i ca l  ev i dence eme rge s fo r t h e  
rea l i t y o f  con t a ctee , con t a ct an d a b du ct i on 
e ve n t s ,  I p re fe r ca ut i o n  an d s ugge s t  an ·open 
m i n de d , b u t c r i t i ca l  a p p roach . I t h i n k known 
h y potheses  s u ch as psycho l og i ca l  p roce s s e s  ( t h a t  
a re we l l  a t t e s ted )  shou l d  be s e r i ous l y  con s i de re d  
b efo re we a c ce p t  t h a t  s u ch e ve n ts re p re sent  
' ' t e ch no l o gy" . At the  momen t ,  t he e v i den ce seems 
to be s ugges t i ng t h at t h e  bes t f i t hy po t hes i s  

fo r t hese  even t s  w i l 1 h ave some s i gn i f i can t fa cu l ty o f  t he h uman m i n d  as  i t s bas i s .  

W i t h caut i on we may e ve n t ua l l y  be a b l e  to de c i de un amb i g uous l y  whet h e r con t a ct an d 
a b d uc t i on a c coun t s  a re genu i ne exten s i on s  o f  t h e  appa ren t l y  mo re obj e c t i ve man i fes t at i on s  
o f  "ma i n s t ream" U FO a ct i v i ty .  l t  i s  a q ues t fo r wh i ch any n umbe r o f  pos s i b i l i t i es may 
e ven t u at e . The l ook i n g w i l 1 s u re l y be f as c i nat i n g .  

Epi logue 

" L i ke a m i rage  t h a t  shows a ma gn i f i ce n t  c i ty ,  t he i mages  of h a l l uc i n a t i on s  a re act ua l ­
l y  r e f l e ct e d  i mages  o f  rea l obj e ct s  l oca t e d  e l s ewhe re . The c i ty i s  no l e s s  i n t r i gu i ng a n d  
n o  l e s s  wo r t hy o f  s t u dy beca u s e  i t  i s  n o t  wh e re we t h i n k i t  i s .  Fu r t he r  expe r i men t s  w i l 1 
h e l p l o ca l i se i t " .  

- D r  Ron a l d  K .  S i ege l , 1 9 774° . 

"The ma ch i ne t h en , q u i te ,  s topped , the  fo rwa rd mo t i on a n d  de s ce n ded  s ome twe n t y  fee t 
o r  so a s  gen t l y  as  a fea t h e r  on t o  t h e  g r as s at  P . P .  ( Pa r ramat t a  Pa r k ) " .  

- F re d .  Wm . B i rm i n gham 
P a r ramat t a  Pa rk , 1 86 8 .  

T h e  ho l de r  o f  Aus t r a l i a ' s  f i rs t  ae r i a l  p i l o t ' s  1 i cen ce was W i l l i am E .  H a rt , a 
Pa r ramat t a  den t i s t .  He t a ught  h i ms e l f to  f l y  a B r i s t o l  b i p l a� e  we l 1 enough to  qua l i fy fo r 
t he Roy a l Ae ro C l ub ' s  Av i a to r ' s Ce rt i f i cate  i n  Novembe r ,  1 9 1 1 4 1 . 

O n  J un e  2 9 , 1 9 1 2 ,  Ha r t  won Au s t ra l i a ' s  f i r s t a i r r ace . He ch a l l en g ed t he v i s i t i ng 
Ame r i can  f l i e r ,  "W i za rd"  S tone , to a twe n t y  m i l e  race fo r a s take o f  2 50 po un ds . S t one 
l o s t  h i s  way , l a n d i n g  a t  La kemba , but  H a rt , a much l es s  expe r i en ce d  p i l o t ,  f i n i shed  t he 
f l i g h t  i n  2 3  m i n ut es a n d l an de d  as  p l an n e d  i n  Pa r rama t t a  Pa rk . 

" . . .  I came down f rom the h i l 1 i n  t h e  P a r ramat t a  Pa rk f i rm l y  con v i n ce d  t h at the  v i s i on 
was  g ra dua l l y u n fo l d i ng i t s e l f an d ' t he ma ch i n e to  90 th roug h t h e  a i r '  was a t h i ng ( t h rou gh 
God ' s  me rcy ) to  be a c comp l i s hed" . 

(£) C O P Y R I G HT 1 9 8 0  
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away dur in g  1 9 8 1 . 

4 :  Th e " group " cons i s t e d  o f  T . V .  Homan ( " Co - o rdination " ) , M rs N .  de Launte ( " M an us c r ipt " ) , Ma j o rie Esl ing 
( " C a l i g raphy " ) , Dav i d  Es l i ng ( " D ra f t i n g " ) and J u d i th Lamb ert ( "T rans cription " ) . On ly T . V .  Homan was 

know n  to h ave been a memb e r  o f  UFOIC . 

5 :  Tas Homan t o l d  me o n  a n umb e r  o f  o c c as ions th at the " copy " was an authent i c  copy o f  the o riginal manu­
s c r i pt . H oweve r ,  he dec l i n e d  o r  cou ld not t e l l me mo re . 

6 :  Th e " copy " w as foun d by F re d  Ph i l l ips wh i l e  h e  w as o rg an is i ng pape rs for June M ars den . On th e " copy " 
was w r i t t e n  "Who s e n t  th i s  to me ? I n s i de a N ew Z e a l an d  T r ade M agaz i ne , De c  ( s i c? - 1 9 5 8 " . Th is 
was w r i t t e n  by June M a rs den at the t ime she found i t .  

7 :  " An  Aus t ra l i an C at a logue o f  C los e En counte r Type Th ree Repo rts " ,  1 9 7 7 .  

8 :  Ib i d . 7 ;  A t  tha t  t ime I made t h i s  comment abo ut th e a c coun t : " A l though th i s  s eems a ' dream encounte r ' ,  
i t  i s  p e rh aps re l evant in t e rms o f  th e Val l e e  ' M agon i a "  th eory and mo d i f i cat ions o f  i t " . "The Par ra­
m at t a  1 8 6 8  event is ve ry un u s u a l , but it re f le ct s  many o f  the d re am - l i k e  aspe cts o f  modern day encoun­
t e rs w i th UFOs • • •  " .  

9 :  " B eyo n d  t h e C E 3  Down Un de r ,  1 9 7 7 , by this autho r . ' 

10 : I b i d . 9 , pg . 2 .  

l l  : I b id .  9 , pg . 3 . 

1 2 : S e e  pgs . 9 & 7 3 o f  Ke i th B a s te r f i e l d ' s e xce l l ent pub l i c at ion : "An In depth Review o f  Aus t r alas i an UFO 
Re l at e d  Ent i ty Repo r t s " - ACUFOS - June , 1 9 80 , wh e re Ke i th s ugges ted " dre am/ imagery ,. as a pos s ib le 
exp l an at ion for the main e vent . 

1 3 :  Dav i d  & Charles , 1 9 7 9 : according to the pub l i sher ' s  b l urb : " one o f  the mos t remarkab le fragments o f  
Vi c t o r i an w r i t ing eve r  t o  b e  une a rth e d , the h i the rto unpub l is h ed a c count " o f  a B uc k i nghamsh i re c ab i net­
mak e r ' s  encoun t e r  w i th " de n i zens o f  another wo r l d " . 

1 4 : H a ving read the Loos l ey/L ang fo rd book , I s h a re J an e t  an d C o l in Bard ' s  s ce pt i cism about th e authen t i c ity 
o f  th e acco un t . Co l i n Ba rd w rote a po inted  re v i ew o f  th e book fo r " Fo rt e an T imes " ,  No . 3 1 ,  Spri ng , 19 80 , 

f rom wh i ch I quo t e  ( w i th p ermis s ion ) : " Th e  UFO wi tnes s an d autho r of the MS w as Wi l l i am Robert Loos l ey , 
bu i l de r , c ab i n e t - make r  and un de r t ake r , o f  H i gh Wycomb e , B u cks . , who l ived f rom 1 8 3 8  to 1 8 9 3  and whos e  
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s t ran g e  expe r i e n c e  o c c u r re d  in 1 8 7 1 . B r i e f ly , h i s  repo rt t e l l s  how one n i gh t  h e  s aw a brigh t , s t arl i ke 
l igh t l an d  in a n e a rby wood , and th e fo l lowi n g  a ft e rnoon h e  w a lke d to the area and found two apparent ly 
i n te l l i gen t ly con t ro l l e d  mechan i ca l  con t ri van ce s . The s ma l le r  appe ared to be spec imen gathe ring an d 
the l a rg e r  a t t empt e d  to commun i cate w i th Loo s e ly by mean s  o f  an i n c re as ingly e l aborate s er ies of vi s ual 
h o lo g r aph i c  s ymb o l s  wh i ch w e re me an i n g l e s s  to th e s imp l e  b u i l de r  and j o i ne r .  P re vented from l e aving t h e  
s cene o f  cont act b y  the a t t e n t ions o f  the sma l l e r  mach i ne , h e  w a s  forced to spend s eve ral hours view i ng 
this te dious d i s p l ay unt i l  s udden ly both mach i nes t urned  t h e i r  at tent ion away from h im an d he was free 
to re t urn t o  his home . Late that n i gh t  he s aw th e b ri gh t , s t arlike l i ght aga i n  land in th e wood and a 
sho rt wh i l e  lat e r  t ak e  o f f  aga i n ,  h a ving pres um ab l y  t ak en th e two mach ines abo ard" . Lang fo rd f a i l s  to 
p rovide any proo f fo r the auth ent i c i ty o f  the doc umert: he q uotes . In fact Co l in s ug ges ts " the wordy 
ph ras es re ad mo re l i ke a pa rody of a Pepys i an d i a r i s t  than a s e l f t au gh t  V i c to ri an art i s an " . Lan g fo rd 
makes a de t a i l e d  i n t e rpretat ion o f  the comp l e x  " commun i c at ions " but the a rguments are so c losely made 
that " o ne inev i t ab ly wonders wh i ch came f i rs t ,  Loos ley ' s  a ccount of th e p i c t o r i al symbo l s  he saw o r  
Lan g :c ... .-;1 ' :::; exp L l.l1 ation o f  th em " . Col i n  B o rd makes fou r po int ed  ob j e ct ions an d con c l udes : " Be fo re th e 
Loo s l ey con t act o f  1 8 7 1  j o i n s  th e ranks o f  t h e s e  apo cryphal report s , e di t o r  L an g fo rd and h i s  pub li s h ers 
sho u l d  b e  ch a l l en ge d : E i th e r  s at i s fy the fou r po ints . . .  o r  adm i t  the book i s  an ingen ious hoax o f  
intere s t  on ly t o  re ade rs o f  s ci en ce f i c t i on " . S t rangely enough , a book ent i t led "Th e N e c ronomicon -
the Book o f  D e ad N ames " wh ich purpo rt s to be a s tudy o f  the " long l o s t  boo k "  o f  Love c r a f t  f i ction fame , 
was eo - re s e a rche d by n on e  o th e r  than our f ri en d  David Lan g fo rd .  The t e am  whi c h  p roduced the book are 
pos i t i ng i t  as an auth e n t i c  MS , howeve r ,  Love c ra f t  made it a g ame to f ab ri c at e  auth e nt i c  do cuments . 
The N e cronom i con was one o f  them . Pe rhaps th e Loos l e y  a ccount is in the s ame basket . 

1 5 :  F rom my pers o n a l  f i l e s  - the accou n t  i s  g ive n h e re for the f i rst t ime in s uch de t ai l .  

1 6 : I b i d . 6 . 

1 7 : In a re ce n t  i n t e rv i ew , M rs Maj o r i e  Es l i ng , told me of the h i s tory o f  the Bi rmingham man us c ript , as she 
w as ab le to bes t rememb e r  i t .  Appare n t ly some time during the 1940s , M rs Es l ing ' s  moth er , �rs N. de 
Laun t e , as a q '-la l i f i ed n u rs e was l ook ing a f t e r  a Hrs H aywood , th e w i fe o f  a P a rrama t t a  s choolteach e r , 
Mr lva l l ace H aJ".·iOO d .  Out o f  appre c i at ion , Mr Haywood gave M rs de Launte a s ma l l  b lack book , wh i ch con­
s is t e d  o f  a CO '.'e r made of im i t at ion le ath er/ oil s k i n , w i th an in laid cross on the fron t . It was 
e s t imated to be about 6" x 4" i n  s i ze , h an dw ritten w i th pen & ink an d s upp l emented w i th rough sketch­
es . :·lrs E s l i n g remembe rs her moth e r  show ing her the " memo randum boo k "  f rom t ime to t ime , but she w as 
( an d  s t i l l  is ) not pa rt i c u l ar ly interes ted in its s t range conten ts . She reco l lected that the l i t t l e  

book des c r ibed how t h e  wri ter s aw a s t ran ge " a i r craft " ove r  P arramat t a , b ut noted that t h e  ac count 
did not r e f e r  to it as a " f ly i ng s auc e r " . The manus cr ipt w as obvio us ly an o l d  one , co ns is tent w i th 
the dat i ng o f  the a c co un t  ( 1 8 6 8  - 1 8 7  3 ) . The "memo randum boo k "  was p l aced in a drawer and l a rge ly 
fo rgotten fo r a n umbe r  c �  years , un t i l  th e fam i l y made th e a cqua i n t an ce o f  Tasman V .  Ho man dur ing the 
early 1 9 50s . :-loman was bo th int ri gued an d impre s s e d by th e manus cript s in ce to him it was ve ry mean­
ing ful as a pr ovoc a t i ve h is to r i c a l  des cr ipt ion o f  a modern my s t e ry  th at fas cinated him deeply - f ly i ng 
s au ce rs ! A l th o ugh the de Launte/Es l i ng f am i ly o ften made f un of Homan ' s  " f ly i ng s a uce r "  b el i e fs , th ey 
w e re s u f f i c i e n t ly impre s s ed by the depth o f  h i s intere s t to cons ide r g i ving h im the B i rmingh am manu­
s c r ipt . M rs de L a un t e  did f i n a l ly g i ve Homan the "memoran dum book " .  The manus c r ip t  m ay h ave dri fted 
i nto obs c u r i ty h ad not the account o f  the P arramat t a  s urveyor h e l d  s uch sway over Homan . Ho man e vent­
u a l ly went t o  th e t ro ub l e  of p rodu cing a " copy " o f  i t . A ltho ugh he l i s ts M rs de Laun t e , h e r  daugh te r , 
Maj orie Es l i n g , and Da v i d  Es l i ng as h aving ass isted in th e product ion o f  t h i s  " copy " . the family can­
not reco l l e ct t ak i n g  an act i ve part i n  i t . M rs Es l ing does , howeve r , remembe r th e o ri g i n a l  book an d  
h e r  rro t h e r  mak ing a g i ft o f  i t  t o  M r  Homan . T rans cr ipt ion o f  th e " copy " w as also at t r ib uted to a 
J ud i th Lambert , who i t  s eems , was both a writer and an acquaintance o f  Homan . As far as I h ave b ee n  
ab l e  t o  det e rm i n e , Homan ' s  copy o f  the " memoran dum book " remained among a s ma l l  c los e group o f  
a cquaintan ce s . I t  had certa i n ly not found i ts way into th e literat uare . The manus c ript wou l d  h ave 
p rob ab ly rema i n e d  unknown , h ad it not been acciden t a l ly " re di s cove red "  by Fred Ph i l l i ps . He s ub s e­
quent ly pas s ed it on to me and s i nce th en parts o f  th e account h a ve pe rcol ated into th e l i te r at ure . 
On ly now h as the who l e  s to ry been told . 

1 8 :  Th e N a t i o n a l  D i re ct o ry  o f  NSW , 1 86 7 , S amson & Co . pg . 5 2 2 , l i s t s  B i rm i ngham , F re de r i ck W i l l i am as l iv­
ing in the P a r r am at t a , P e n r i th , P i cton , Campbel ltown , & C .  are a .  P g . 5 2 1  o f  the s ame r e f e re n c e  l is ts 
B art lett , Wi l l i am in the s ame a rea ( a  Mr B art lett is re fe rred to in the " Memo randum Book " as a ne i gh ­
bo ur i n  Duck ' s  Land ) . The O f f i c i a l  Pos t O f f i ce Di rectory o f  NSW ( Ba i l l i e re ' s  186 7 )  comp i l e d  by 
Autho rity , F . F .  B a i l l i ere , P ub l ishe r ,  Sy1n ey and Me lbou rn e , l is ts on p g . 2 5 8 ,  in P a rr amat t a ,  Co . 
C umb e r l an d :  B e rm i ngh am ( s i c )  F re d . , eng ine er, Duck Lane , a long w i th B art lett , John Wm . , g a rdne r ,  Du ck 
Lan e . The M i t ch e l l  L ib rary of Sydney ho l ds two maps prepare d  by F . W .  B i rmingham : 

( i )  " Towns h ip o f  S t . J o s e ph , s i tuated a roun d the H as l em Ck . railway S t at ion , t o  b e  s o l d  by J . V .  
Gorman , s urv .  by F . W .  B i rm i ngh am ,  S y d . , 1 8 6 7 " . 

( i i )  " P l an o f  th e S ub d i v i s ion o f  the P a lme r Es t at e , ad j o ining the town o f  P a rrama t t a  - map des igned 
by F .  W .  B i rm i n gh am ,  C .  E .  & Land S u rveyo r , P a rramat t a ,  Ap r i l , 1 8 7 0 " . 

P a rramatta Coun c i l  con f i rmed to me that r . W .  B i rmi ngh am  h e l d  the pos i t ion of a l de rman to P arramat t a  
Coun c i l  i n  1 86 5 . H e  res i gn e d  in March , 1 86 6 , then re t urned in 186 7 an d s e rved f o r  one y ea r .  Th us 
we h ave doc umen t at io n  con f i rming , " I  b e i n g  tw i c e  e lected a l de rman o f  Parramat t a " . Furth e r  res e arch 
i n d i c a t e d  the fol low i ng : Grev i l le '  s P .  0 .  D i re ct o ry  o f  1 8 7 5 - 7 7 , l i s ts " W i l l i am B i rm ingh am , s u rveyo r ,  
Du ck ' s  l an e , P ar ramat t a " . S an ds Coun t ry D i re ct o ry  o f  1 8 8 1 - 8 2 l is ts " F .  w .  B i rmingh am , P a rramat t a , 
c i v i l  e n g i ne e r , Trott St P a r r amat t a " . Th i s  apparent address ch ange is mis leading . A map i n c l ude d 
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w i th th e "memorandum boo k "  h as Du cks Lane inte rs e ct ing with Ros s  S t re et . I f  yo u t ake a mo de rn S t reet 
D i re cto ry , i t  is T rott S t , that inte rs e c t s  w i th Ros s St . An h i s to ri c a l  s ea rch pro vides us w ith the 
answe r . S omet ime du r i ng th e period 1 8 7 5  to 1 8 8 2 , Ducks Lane was renamed T rott S t re et . Clea rly with 
the evide n ce at h an d , we h a ve f i rmly es t ab l i s h e d  that our " Fred .  Wm . B i rmi ngh am" lived in Ducks L ane , 
P a rramatta between 1 86 8  and 1 8 7 3 ,  con s i s tent w i th the "memo randum book " . After 189 1 ,  no f u rther 
re cord is e x t ant of F . W .  B i rmingh am .  A de ath cert i fi cate was reg i s te red i n  Parramat ta on December 
1 9 , 1 8 9 2 , det a i l i ng th e de ath of one F rede r i ck w. B i rm ingh am , on De c ember 1 6 , 1892 , at th e Geo rge St 
As y l um .  The cert i f i c at e  des c rib es the m an  in b a re fas h ion : " ma l e  70 y e a rs " , o c cupat ion " unknown " ,  
no re lat ions , p a rent s , marriage , ch i l d ren a re s p e c i f i e d .  Caus e o f  death was " Di arrhoe a - Exhaus t ion" 
l as t ing th ree d ays . I .  Waugh , the med i c a l  attendan t , last saw h im on the s ame day as h is death . The 
" i n fo rmant "  of the de ath w as the Mat ron S upe r i ntendent of the George St Asy l um .  I t  was note d  that he 
w as bo rn i n  County Mayo ( I re l an d) and h ad been i n  Aus tralia fo r fo rty years . The Death cert i f i cate 
reco rds that h e  was b ur i ed on December 1 9 ,  at the Chu rch of Eng l an d  ceme t e ry at Rookwoo d .  T h e  un de r­
t aker was one W i l l i am  Me t c a l f  ( s i c? )  w i th th e mi n i s t e r  being a Re v .  Dun lop . Witnes s es to th e burial 
were J e f fe ry Roge rs & Rob ert Howe . The Geo rge S t . as y l um was an " as y l um  fo r th e de s t i t ute " ,  " aged 
indigent men : - men wi thout re l at ive or means o f  s uppo rt .  H i s to ry  i s  sometimes h arsh . The f i nal i ty 
o f  B irm i ngham ' s  p as s ing is re co rded in the Reg i s t rar of the Church o f  Engl and cemetry at Rookwoo d .  
I t  notes th at F rede r i ck B i rmi ngham , age d 7 0 , was b uried o n  December 1 9 , 1 8 9 2 , in Grave 89 4 ,  i n  
Se ct io n  L .  That s e ct ion w a s  s e t  as i de b y  the S t ate Government a s  th e " C ommon po rt ion " an d  was 
o ften re f e r re d  to as the " pa up er "  s e c t ion . The g r ave i s  unmarke d .  

1 9 : B i rmi ngh am ' s  s urpri s e  is cons i s tent w ith the contempo rary convict ion that f l ight wou l d  on ly be 
a ch ieved w i th l i gh t e r - th an - a i r  "mach ines " ,  name l y  b a lloons , and l at e r  th e " ai rship" . J u les Ve rne 
in h is p rophet i c  book , " Rob ur the Conque ro r "  ( o r  " Th e  C l ipper of th e C lo uds " ) , pub l ished in 1 8 86 , 
not on ly p re - empte d  the Ame ri c an " ai rs h i p "  waves in 1896 and 1 89 7 ,  b ut de f i ned th e future of " h eavier­
t h an - a i r "  ae r i a l  m a ch i ne s . 

2 0 :  S ee the Ency c lope di a o f  UFOs , e d i t e d  by Ron a l d  S to ry ( Doubleday , 19 80 ) . 

2 1 :  " Beyond the CE 3 down un de r "  by this autho r ,  19 7 7 . See also E lk i n ' s " Abo riginal Men o f  H i gh De gre e "  
& E l i ade ' s  " A us t ral ian Re l i g ions " & " Sh aman ism" . 

2 2 :  See , for examp l e , V a l l e e ' s  " P as spo rt to �agon i a "  & Les l i e ,  " F ly i ng S auce rs H ave Lan de d" . 

2 � · See Val l e e , " P as s po rt to Magon i a " ; C lark & Co l eman , " The Un iden t i f i e d " . 

2 � :  See for examp l e  " Th e  C an d le o f  Vis ion " by A . E .  Ques t ,  19 6 5 . 

2 3 : " The An dreas son A f f a i r "  by Rayon d E .  Fow ler ( P rent i ce H a l l , 19 79 ) . 

2 6 : "Abducte d" by A .  Hendry , " Se cond Look " / " F ront i e r s  o f  S c i ence : ,  Ju 1 y - A u gu s t , 1 9 80 .  

2 7 :  S e e , fo r exampl e ,  " My s te ries " by Col in h' i l son & " Appa ri t ions " by An i e l a  J a f fe , re though ts on t h e  
pe rspect i ves for s uch expe r i en ces . 

2 3 :  " H a l l uc in at ions " by Ron a l d  K .  S i ege l , S c ient i f i c  Ame r i can , O ctobe r 19 7 7 ,  pgs . l 3 2- l40 , an d " Ca rtographer 
of Cons ciousnes s "  by B r i an Van de r Hors t ,  Omn i , September 1 9 80 , pgs 5 4 - 5 8 .  

2 9 : See Ke i th B as te r f i e l d ' s  book " UFOs - the Image Hypothes i s , C lo s e  Encounters o f  an Aus t r al i an Kind" . 

3 0 : I b i d . 2 7 ,  an d Pers i ngers , " S pace-Time T r ans ients & Un us ual Events " .  

3 1 :  J ungs " F ly i ng Saucers " ,  p g . 1 9 ,. 

3 2 : I b i d . 2 7 ,  S c i .  Am .  Pg . l 3 6 . 

3 3 : FSR Vol . 2 0 ,  No . 6 , 1 9 7 5 , pg . 2 6 ,  " C rocodi l e- Sk i nne d Entit ies at C a lgary "  by W . K .  A l l an .  

3 � :  "The Tuj unga C anyon Cont act s "  by Anne Dru f fe l an d D .  S cott Rogo ( 19 80 ) . 

3 5 : Ib i d . 2 7 , Omn i , pg . 5 5 ;  See a lso H i l ga rd ' s  " D iv i ded Con s c ious nes s " .  

3 6 : Ib i d . 2 7 ,  S c i . Am .  pg . l 3 6 , 1 3 8 .  

3 7 :  I b i d . 2 7 ,  Omni , pg . 5 8 .  

3 8 :  "The P re s ence o f  O th e r  Wor l ds " by W i l s o n  V an  Dus en ( Pe renn i a l , 2 9 7 4 ) . 

3 9 : I b id . 2 7 ,  Omn i , p g . 5 8 ;  

4 0 : Ibi d . 2 7 ,  Omn i ,  pg . 5 8 .  

4 1 : " Aus t ral i a ' s  Yes te rdays " ( Re ade rs Diges t ,  1 9 7 4 ) , " Aus tral i ans in the A i r " , Greg Copley ( Ri gby , 19 76 ) . 

4 2 : I b i d . 2 4 ,  pgs . 9 3 - 9 7 . • 
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Wi l l i am Cha l k er 

WIL L/AM C .  CHALKER 

W i l l  i am ( B i l l )  C l i f fo rd  Cha l ke r ,  a Qu a l i t y A s s u ran ce Man a ge r i n  t h e 
food i n dus t ry ,  h a s  h a d  a l on g  as soc i a t i on w i t h U FO re s ea rch . He  i s  
D i recto r o f  U FO Re sea rch ( N SW) , a s c i en t i f i c  con s u l t an t  w i t h  t he 
Au s t ra l i an Cen t re fo r U FO S t ud i es an d a rep resen t a t i ve for  t h e  
Ame r i can U FO g rou ps  A P RO a n d  MUFON . 

Born  i n  1 95 2 ,  a t  G r a fton , N SW ,  B i l l  took an e a r l y i n t e re s t i n  
s c i en ce an d t he u n u s ua l . W i de l y  re po r t e d  U FO s i gh t i n g s  d u r i n g  1 96 5  
an d 1 966 s pa rked h i s  i n te res t .  I n deed G ra fton a rea s i gh t i n gs ga i n ­
e d  wo r l dw i de p rom i nen ce i n  1 966 . A l ean i n g to s c i e n ce l e ad  B i l l  
i n t o  a deepe r i n t e re s t  o f  t he U FO s ubj ect . 

A wave o f  U FO an d 1 1n e s t 1 1 repo r t s  on t h e  no rt h co as t o f  N SW 
( i n  p a rt i cu l a r  at  B u n gawa l ban on a p ro pe rty  own ed  by l o ca l pa r l i a­

men t a ry membe r M r  l an Rob i n son ) i n  1 969 , began B i l l  on a p a t h  o f  a c t i ve i n ve s t i g a t i on .  

He s t a rt e d  a f f i l i a t i o n s  w i t h t h e  U FO I n ve s t i g a t i on Cen t re ( U FO I C - l a t e r  to  be come 
U FO R  ( N S W ) ) an d A P RO , an d i n  1 9 7 1 , w i t h a s c i en ce s cho l a rs h i p  awa rded by t he Tooh ey s Company, 
began  s t u dy a t  t he Un i ve rs i ty o f  New E n g l an d ,  A rm i da l e ,  NSW , fo r a deg ree i n  s c i en ce .  

Wh i l e a t  U n i ve rs i t y ,  B i  1 1  l e d a s ma l l t e am o f  peop l e ,  wh i ch a c t i ve l y  i n ves t i gated  
U FO re po rt s i n  t h e New E n g l an d  a n d  No r t h  Coa s t  reg i o n s  o f  N SW .  Du r i n g t h i s  pe r i od ,  f rom 
1 9 7 1  to 1 9 74 , t h e  h i gh l i gh t s  o f  B i l l  1 s  re sea rch we re t he ext raord i n a ry 1 1 f l aps 1 1  cen t red a t  
Kem p s ey ( 1 9 7 1 ) an d Ty r i n g h am - Dun du r ra b i n  ( 1 9 73 ) ,  comp l ex U FO an d a p pa re n t  ps y ch i c  act i v i t y 
a t  Moun t B u t l e r  du r i n g 1 9 72 a n d 1 9 73 , a n d  h i s  own w i t nes s e d  ob s e rvat i on s  o f  a day l i g h t  d i s c 
o ve r t h e  un i ve rs i t y campus d u r i n g 1 9 72 .  

I n  1 9 74 , he s u cces s f u l l y  comp l et e d  h i s  s t u d i es a n d  e a r l y  i n  t h e fo l l ow i ng yea r l ed 
t he B a ch e l o r  of  S c i en ce w i t h Honou rs , con fe r re d  on h i m . B i l 1 maj o red i n  Phys i ca l  a n d  I n ­
o rg an i c  C hem i s t ry an d P u re Mat hema t i cs .  

1 9 75 s aw h i m come t o  Sydne y  an d beg i n  a c l os e r  i n vo l vemen t i n  t h e  re fo rme d U FO I C  wh i ch 
l e d t o  t he eme rgen ce o f  U FO Re s ea rch ( N SW) i n  Ma rch 1 9 77 , un de r h i s  d i re ct i on . B i l 1 an d 
U FO R  ( N S W )  h a ve i n ves t i g a t e d  ma ny o u t s t an d i ng U FO even t s  i n c l ud i ng  t h e  Ben t s  Bas i n  1 1 robot 1 1  
c a s e  o f  1 9 72 , t he U FO phys i ca l  t race even t a t  Pen r i t h i n  1 9 76 , a U FO l an d i n g  at  O range , i n  
1 9 7 7  an d a rema rkab l e  c l os e  e n cou n t e r  at Bake rs  C reek  Fa l l s i n  1 9 78 . 

He  me t h i s  f u t u re w i fe ,  An ne , l at e  i n  1 9 76 an d as  a c l i n i ca l  psy cho l og i s t ,  s h e  s h a red  
h i s i n t e re s t s  i n  the  U FO s u bj e c t . They  ma r r i ed i n  e a r l y  1 9 78 a n d  i n  Novembe r 1 9 80 , h ad 
t h e i r f i rs t ch i l d - K i e ran W i l l  i am - K i e ran i s  re po rt e d l y  be i n g g roome d a s  a maj o r  new 
i n t e l l ec t u a l fo r ce i n  u fo l og y  an d i mpo rt an t s t ateme n t s  a re deemed to  be soon fo rt h com i ng . 
Mo ve o ve r B i 1 1 . 

I n  1 9 79 , B i l 1 con so l i da t e d  h i s  l ong  t i me i n te res t i n  U FO l an d i n g a n d  phys i ca l  t r ace 
ca s e s  an d fo rme d t h e Au s t r a l j an Phys i ca l  E v i den ce S t u dy G roup  ( AP E S G ) , as a s pe c i a l i s ed  
re s ea r ch a rm of  t he A u s t ra l i an C e n t re fo r U FO S t u d i es .  B i l 1 i s  wo rk i ng t owa rds t he pub ­
l i c a t i o n o f  a maj o r  documen t on Au s t ra l i an phys i ca l  t ra ce cas e s . 

B i l l  h a s  w r i t t en  w i de l y on t h e  U FO s ubj e ct w i t h con t r i b u t i ons  be i ng ca r r i ed i n  s u ch 
pu b l i ca t i on s  a s  t he B r i t i s h F l y i n g S a u ce r  Re v i ew ( FS R) , t he MU FON Jou rn a l ,  t h e  AP RO B u l l e t i n, 
P s y ch i c  A u s t ra l i an an d Omega  ( U FOs & S c i ence - t o  be pub l i s h e d  Feb ru a ry 1 9 82 ) . He  h a s  been 

30 



a regu l a r con t r i b ut o r  t o  Aus t ra l i an U FO pu b l i cat i on s  an d ed i t e d  h i s  g rou ps  pub l i cat i ons  
U FO I C  News l et t e r ,  t hen  t he Au s t ra l i an U FO Resea rche r - u n t i l  t hey cea s e d  pub l i s h i n g to  
s u p po rt t h e  co-ope rat i ve pub l i cat i on ven t u re o f  the  U FO Res ea rch Aus t ra l i a  News l e t te r 
( U FO RAN ) .  Con t r i b u t i on s  by B i l 1 ,  a l ong  w i t h  a b i og ra phy an d pos i t i on s t a t emen t  ap pea re d 
i n  t h e mas s i ve 1 1 E n cy c l oped i a  of U F0 s 1 1  e d i ted  by Rona l d  S t o ry ( 1 9 80 ) . He co - a u t ho red  w i t h 
Ke i t h Bas t e r f i e l d , Au s t ra l i a 1 s  f i r s t  cat a l o g ue of  C E 3  e ven t s  ( 1 9 7 6 ) . B i l l a l s o con t r i b u t e d  
t he Au s t ra l i an case  con t en t  i n  1 1A re we be i ng wa t ched ? 1 1 a ch i l d rens  U F O  book by J an e t  an d 
C o l  i n  Ba rd . He  has  h a d  pu b l i s h ed maj o r  pape rs on many t o p i cs i n c l u d i ng Au s t r a l i an phy s i ­
c a l ev i dence , h i s to r i ca l  Aus t ra l i an re po rt s  ( p re 1 94 7 ) , t h e  RAAF an d U FOs an d Aus t ra l i an 
1 1 i n t e r ru pt e d  j ou rn ey s 1 1 •  

He  recen t l y  un de rtoo k  Aus t r a l i a 1 s o l de s t  ret ros pect i ve U FO i n ve s t i ga t i on , when he re ­
sea rch e d  t he s t o ry o f  t h e  1 86 8  1 1 U FO v i s i on ?  of  F . W .  B i rm i ng h am1 1 ( s e e  t h i s  i s s ue ) . He i s  
cu r ren t l y  un de rt a k i n g  a de t a i l e d  i nves t i ga t i on o f  t h e  RAA F  i nvo l veme nt  w i t h U FOs an d i s  
the  f i rs t U FO re sea r ch e r to  h ave been g i ven  pe rm i s s i on to  s t udy a l l t h e i r f i l e s .  Th i s  s t udy 
o f  t h e  RAAF f i l e s has been s c he du l e d fo r J an ua ry , 1 9 82 ,  an d we may be ab l e  to re po r t on 
wh e t h e r  t h e v i s i t  came to  fu l l  f r u i t i on .  

B i l 1 1 s  ma i n  i n t e re s t s  i n  t he U FO s u bj ec t a re the  s t udy o f  UFO 1 1 f l ap s 1 1 ,  phys i ca l  
e v i den ce , h i s t o r i ca l  re po rt s  an d of f i c i a l  i n vo l vemen t . H i s  a i ms a re to i so l a t e  a l a rge 
body of h i g h qu a l i t y i n fo rmat i on abo u t  1 1 h i g h s t rangene s s 1 1 phy s i ca l  t race cas e s  ( C E2 e ven t s )  
fo r t h e pu rposes  o f  a t t ract i n g s c i en t i s t s  i n to s up po rt i n g a soph i s t i ca t e d  ra p i d  i n te rve n ­
t i on  g rou p p ro g r am . B i l l  a l so s eeks  to  t ry an d e l evate U FO p henomenon i n to  a 1 1 repe a t a b l e  
experi men t 1 1 s t a t u s, v i a  t he s t u dy an d i n ves t i ga t i on o f  t h e  va l i d i ty o f  U FO f l a p s  and  o t h e r  
me an s . H e  i s  hope fu l t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  b r i ng t he s t udy o f  U FOs  i n t o  t he a rea of  d i re ct expe r i ­
men t at i o n . 

Beyo n d  h i s  U F O  i n t e re s t s , B i l 1 has  an exten s i ve i n te re s t  i n  fo l k l o re an d Fo rtean 
phenomen a i n  Au s t r a l i a . H i s  ot he r i n te re s t s  i n c l u de s h aman i s m ,  J u ng i an psy cho l ogy and  the  
pa ra n o rma l .  H e  h a s  a v i t a l i n t e res t i n  t he ph i l oso phy o f  s c i ence an d i t s i n t e ract i on w i t h  
anoma l ous  phenomen a .  

B i l 1 i s  a keen  re ade r a n d  co l l ecto r of books on a w i de range o f  mat e r i a l  an d ha s a 
pe rson a l  l i b ra ry i n  exces s o f  1 5 00 books . He i s  a pa rt i cu l a r  fan o f  H . P . Love craft  ( t he 
C t h u l h u My t ho s ) ,  W i l l i am Hope Hodgson ( Ca rn ack i t h e  Ghos t F i nde r ) , Ste phen K i n g  (The Sh i n ­
n i n g ,  Dan s e  M a cab re ) , Pete r S t ra ub ( S h a dow l an d  a n d  Ghos t S to ry )  a n d  Co l i n  W i l s on . To s us ­
t a i n  h i ms e l f ,  an d ma i n t a i n  a pe r s pect i ve on  t he wo r l d a t  l a rge , h e  keeps up  a da i l y  dos e  o f  
1 1 Foot rot F l a t s 1 1  a n d  1 1 Doon e s b e r ry 1 1 •  

B i  1 1  h a s  s ee n  g re a t  s t r i des  i n  u fo l ogy ove r t he l a s t  decade o r  so , an d l ooks fo rw a rd 
to  b e i n g  a p a rt  o f  t h e  ch a l l e n g i n g yea rs ahead . H e  ho pes t h a t  a l l U FO resea rche r s  w i  1 1  
mee t t he t a s ks a h ea d  w i t h a re a l  s p i r i t o f  co- ope rat i on an d open - m i n dedne s s . 

PUB L I CAT I ONS AVA I LABLE FROM THE AUSTRAL IAN CENTRE FOR UFO STU DI ES :  

D9 ACUFOS YEARLY SUMMARY 1 980 - STAT I ST I CS  AND SUMMARI ES - 1 7  PAGES $3 . 

D 1 2  A PREL I M I NARY CATALOGUE OF AUSTRAL I AN  VEH I CLE I NTERFERENCE CASES - SUMMARI ES AND SOURCES - 22 PAGES $4 . 

A va i l abl e from : ACUFOS , PO Box 54 6, Gosford NSW 2250 , AUSTRALIA . ( Pri ces a re Austral i an $ .  Overs eas 

o rders sho u l d be pl a ced by wa y o f  In terna t i onal Money Order made payab l e  to " The A u s t ral i an Centre for UFO 

S t u di es " . Pri ces i ncl u de s u rface ma i l  postage ) . 
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refvna a library 
HANGAR 18 

(A fi lm re vi ew b y  Pon y Barenson) 

Contra rY to what Pub lic itY su��ests this is a f ictitious not a factual film ab out a c rashed 

UFO and subseq uent �overnment cover-uP. 

Visual IY this movie is imPressive, the UFO interio rs a re, fo r examPle, Particula rlY 

realistic. 

T he film ' s Political int ri�ue was wel I written and ac ted and henc e verY convincin�. 

However, not b ein� an American c itizen I c annot j ud�e whether this is an ob j ective reP res­

entation of American Political strate�Y. 

Ha d it not b een for a sc ientific wiza rd, and his t rustY c omPuter, the movie would have 

b een c onsiderab l Y  lon�er .  To�ether, c ompute r and wiza rd made li�ht work of extrater restrial 

writin� revealin� that Ion� a�o aliens < �ods> c ame to Ea rth and inte rb red with Prehumans 

then le f t  - b ut were P reParin� to return. 

Two i rate astronauts who have b een false l Y acc used of ne�li�ence P r ovide PlentY of 

a c tion in their q uest for t ruth and j ustice. 

Han�a r 18 had a fiery "we
'

re not tellin�" finish - verY vexin� to those of us who had 

c onfidentlY awaited a c limactic final revelation. 

This movie is entertainin� rather than enli�htenin�, interestin� rather than convinc­

in�. I enj oyed Han�a r  18 and, therefore, recommend it - j ust rememb e r  to i�nore television 

advertisements P romisin� answers to suPPosed factual events for this is misleadin� P romo­

tion fo r a fictitious film. 

OOCUMENTS AND "TECHNI CAL PAPERS AVAI LAB LE F ROM GROLND SALCER WATCH , I Nc .  U . S . A .  

( PART 4 )  

MANY OF THESE DOCL.f.1ENTS ARE THE RESULT OF LEGAL ACT I ON AND THE FREEDOM OF I NFORMAT I ON  ( ACT I ON )  AGA I NST TI-E U. S .  
GO VERNf.'ENT AN D  M I L I TARY AGENC I ES .  THE T I TLES OF SOME OF THESE DOCL.AVENTS MAY BE FAM I L I AR ,  ALTHOUGH THE I R  
AVA IL AB I L I TY HAS BEEN ALMOST NON-EX I STENT T O  THE PUBL I C  AND MED I A .  W E  CONS I DER THESE DOCUMENTS I MPORTANT TO 
ANYCI'JE W I SH I NG TO UNCERSTAND THE H I STORY OF THE UFO PHENOf.'ENON . 

A2 1 AIR FORCE REGULATION ( AFR) 1 1- 7  • • •  ' A I R  FORCE RELAT I CI'JS W I TH CONGRESS ' - 9 PAGES $ U S  0 . 50 POSTAGE 
PA I D . 

A22 PROJECT MAGNET (GEQ-MANETI(S) • • •  CANAD I AN  GOVERNMENT - 3 PAGES $ US 0 . 40 POSTAGE PA I D .  

A2 3 NATIONAL SECVRITY AGENCY (NSA) • • •  DOCUMENT W R I TTEN I N  1 9 6 8 . AN ASSESSMENT OF THE OR I G I NS OF THE UFO 
PHENOMENON - 4 PAGES $ US 0 .  75 POSTAGE I NCLUCED . 

A2 4 NORAp QOCL.f:1ENTS - 1 9 75 • • •  THREE ( 3 )  SETS OF OOCLMENTS DETA I L I NG THE OVERFL I GHTS OF ' UFOS ' DURI NG 
NOVEI\t3ER 1 9 75 . TEN AFFECTED A I R  FORCE BASES REPORTED ON THE UFOS ENCOLNTERED V I SUALLY AND ON RADAR z 

SET A - 4 PAGES $ US 0 . 50 POSTAGE PA I D  
SET B - 1 3  PAGES $ US 2 . 00 POSTAGE PA I D  
SET C - 2 0  PAGES $ US 2 . 50 POSTAGE PAI D  

NOTE z ALL THREE SETS ORDERED AT ONCE $ US 4 . 00 POSTAGE PA I D .  

A25 PRQJECT BLUE BOCJS SPEC!AL REPORT N 14 • • •  ( EXCERPTS FROM ) BY THE U. S .  A I R  FORCE - 8 PAGES $ US  0 .  75 
POSTAGE PA I D. 

�: ALL FORE I GN  ORCERS MUST I NCLUDE A I RMA I L  OR SURFACE POSTAGE ( U . S .  MO-J I ES 01\l...Y )  

PLEASE FORW ARD YOUR ORDERS TO z GROUND SAUCER WATCH , I NC . , 1 32 3 8  N .  7TH DR I VE ,  PHOEN I X ,  AR t ZONA 85029 , U . S . A . 
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ARCTURUS BOOK SERVICE 
(A revi ew by Vl adimi r Godi c) 

The A r ct u ru s  Book Se rv i ce h a s  a s t ock of 500 d i ffe ren t U FO t i t l es an d 200 t i t l es on 
re l a t e d  s ubj e c t s e . g .  An c i en t  As t ron a u t s ,  Mys t e ry An i ma l s ,  Psych i c  Re s e a rch , Pa rano rma l 
P henomen a ,  Ho l l ow E a rt h , Be rmud a T r i an g l e ,  Ext rate r res t r i a l  L i fe e t c .  

These  books an d a b i b l i og ra ph i ca l  check l i s t of  ove r 1 200  ( En g l i s h l ang uage ) U FO wo rks 
h ave been com p i l e d i n t o  the , soon  to be re l eased , 1 1 1 9 82 ARCT U RUS  U FO L I T E RATU RE RE F E REN C E  
G U I DE  AN D CATALO G U E 1 1 •  

Th i s  comp re he n s i ve c a t a l ogue  de vote s  o ve r  50  pages to  U F O - re l at e d  book s an d pe r i od i ca l s  
l i s t i n g t h e  a u t ho r ,  t i t l e ,  p r i ce an d con d i t i on o f  each pub l i cat i on .  The  p r i ce o f  t h i s  
ca t a l og ue i s  an ext reme l y  rea sonab l e $ U S  3 . 5 0 ( a i r ma i l )  t o  non - Ame r i can s  and $ U S  2 . 50 
( f i rs t c l a s s  ma i l )  t o  Ame r i can s . 

P u r ch as e  o f  t h i s  ca t a l og u e  e n t i t l e s you t o  f ree mon t h l y  s u pp l emen t s  t o  t he ca t a l o gue . 
I n  t he s u p p l emen t s  a re l i s ted  new l y  a cq u i re d t i t l es o f  new , ha rd - to - f i n d  o r  out -o f - p r i n t 
pu b l i cat i on s . A dd i t i on a l en t i t l emen t s  a re d i s coun t s  fo r p u rch a s es a t  t h e $ US 5 0 . 00 an d 
$ U S 1 00 . 0 0 l eve l s ,  f ree s h i pp i ng o f  l a rge o rde rs an d a f ree s ea rch s e rv i ce fo r t i t l es not 
i n  s t ock . 

The  A r ct u r us  Book Se rv i ce p rov i de s a rea dy ( ca s h  o r  t ra de )  ma rket fo r U FO mate r i a l , 
f rom s i n g l e  i tems t o  comp l e t e  l i b ra r i es .  

I f  you wou l d l i ke t o  pu rch as e  t h i s  ca t a l o g ue an d a dd i t i on a l  f ree se rv i ces fo rwa rd 
you r n ame , a d d res s an d rem i t t an ce ( U S  mon i es )  t o :  A r ct u rus Book S e r v i ce ,  26 3 N .  B a l l s ton 
A v e , S eo t i a , N . Y . , 1 2 3 0 2 , U . S • A • 

I h i g h l y re commen d t h i s  exce l l en t  s e rv i ce t o  a l l t hose  s e r i ous l y  i n t e re s t e d  i n  u fo l ogy 
an d re l a t ed s ubj e ct s . 

The  1 1 1 98 2  A rct u rus  U FO L i t e rat u re Re fe ren ce G u i de an d C a t a l ogue 1 1 w i l l  be rev i ewe d i n  
t h e  next i s s ue o f  U FO RAN . 

AUSTRALIAN BOOKS ON UFOs 
(Revi ewed by Mark Moravec) 

PART 3 

Over the years , a number of Aus tralian books on UFOs have been publis hed. The books, which 
vary greatly in quality, are brief ly reviewed below. 

ALIEN HONEYCOMB by John Pinkney an d  Leonard Ryzm an. Sydney : Pan, 1980. This book purports 
to present "the first solid evidence of UFOs". A s ighting of a nocturnal light in Queens­
land is tenuous l y  related to the discovery, s everal years later, of fragments of "honey­
comb" materia l found s cattered over neighbouring properties. The authors have withheld 
their samples of alleged "UFO wreckage", apparently bel ieving that only a United Nations 
agency can be trus ted in their analysis. Other, more critical researchers have been abl e 
to obtain samples of the same material from the property owners. Independent chemical 
anal ys is has confirmed that the honeycomb material is s trictly terres tria l fibreglas s .  The 
material has been used in the past, in the same honeycomb form, as an ins ulation materia l 
in aircraft and s atel l ites .  This book is on ly recommended to ps ycho logis ts who are inter­
ested in a case s tudy of "the will to believe". 

AS READERS I NTERESTED I N  NEW ZEALAND lFO RESEAROi MAY KNOW ' xeo_oG ' HAS CEASED PRODUCT I ON .  HOWEVER , MR H . J .  
KNAPMAN I S  PRODUC I NG THE ' CUFORG REPORT ' . TH I S  PHJTOCOP I ED PLBL I CAT I ON I S  RELEASED 4 T I MES A YEAR . SLBSCRI P-
T I ON I S  $ NZ 5 . 50 ( LOCAL ) AND $ NZ 7 . 50 ( FORE I GN ) . APPLY TO z PO BOX 22638 H I GH  ST , CHRI STOiUROi , NEW ZEALAND. 
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